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LXXXVII. An Explication of alt the In- 
fcriptions in the Palmyrene Language and 
Character hitherto puhlijh'd. In five Let- 
ters from the Reverend Mr. John Swinton, 
M. A. of Chfift-Churoh, Oxford, and 
F. R. & to the Reverend Thomas Birch* 
D. D. Secret. R. S. 

LETTER L 

SIR, Chrffi-Chttrch, Oxford, May 30, 1754. 

Readjunezo, r^jEveral copies of the Ruins of Pal- 
I?S4 ' ^ n ^ ra reached Oxford, towards the 
clofe of December 175-3 » orte of which was pur- 
chafed by the Reverend Mr. Godwyft, Fellow of Bal- 
liol College, a gentleman of great learning, and an 
eminent tutor of that houfe. At his invitation,. I 
looked over with him the finifhed plates, exhibiting 
to our view thofe noble remains of antiquity, which 
gave both of us infinite pleafure and delight $ though 
we then only caft our eyes upon the inferiptions, and 
particularly thofe that are the fubjeS of this letter, 
ki a curfory manner. 

In the beginning of January 1754, Mr. Godwyn 
informed me„ that he had difcovered feveral letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet^ by the help of the Greek 
inferiptions correfpottding with fome of thofe drawn 
in the Palmyrene character j and that he could even 
decipher a few words in feveral of the latter inferip- 
tions. At the fame time, he defired me to apply my- 
felf to the interpretation of thofe inferiptions, and the 

difcovery 
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fhilos . Trans. J^AXIATH.TAB.XXX. Palmyrene /nferi/rfiorurpubli/bd & v Gruter, Spon.<WReland. 
KVM.I. TaAe-n /torn Tflontjfrtu^anJj I-'Antiq.Expliqy/. CLXXIX .Toni.E. 

ATAIBCUACDICAlXlAAAXBHAConXTPCDOICeeotC 
K A1T0C ir NON APrYPOYNC YNnAKTIiCOZJUGUANCeHKC 

TATPHAIO^PO^TlOXOYMPfANOCnAXHYPHNOCCBlUNlXllDmnCP 
CaJTHPIACAYTOTKMKY^IOTKAinCKNUNCTOTCZ M 4>i+N0CnePItl0Y 

NVM.n.7<»(('«/f«m)j!(!s»MS Palaeft.Lluft. Tom.I.ye<y. ,j2<r. N. ;. 

zill MfHCTW KfPAVNIO/ YOCPCO/THPIAC TPA-AAPIANOY 
C6BTOY KVPIOr ArA0ANr«AOCABIAHNOC T HC AfKATlOAfOC 
THN KAMAPAN UiKOAOMHCCN KAITHN K/MNH.- 6H IAIioN 
ANCOHKfN eTOVCfNlY MHNOCAtc>OY 

JSTVM.m . TaAen/uHrvyiefa/niti PaIaeft.Illuft.Tom.II. / 6<y.,j:;<>.N. 2, 

~^-f ^ JX-S C *f ^ -=>^>? ?^3G -ilT O 

Trom JV*w>Mifce]l.eruclit. antiq.^^.j.N. 2 . 
SOU SANCT1SSIMO. SACRVM 
TI. CLAVD1VS FEUX ET 
CLAVD1A HELP1S ET 
TI CLAVD1VS ALYPVS F1L. EORVM 
VOTVM SOLVEKVNTl-lBENf5MEmTO 
CA1-B1EIMSES DE COH.H1. 

J. MyndiJiuZ/i 



•6/77/ 

tniTTon 

10YA/OCAYTH 
AOYTOY 



f?.6gt, 
XIX Philos. 7yans.Vat.TUNW.TlARJ2^.fromMnJDari/Ainrs^ rnfcriaticns. 



OYKHNAPION 
&A AOC •■ • 

HrOCl'CAAMfiPOTA 
THLKOAUNeiAC ONtAYTOY <}IAQN 
TLIMHLbMLKtN ITOYL- ' ^MHA/tl 
AntJUAlU) 



XXIV 

cenr-YA/o/vroNnoA ■ thn 

KAT ■ CTMTHNH/70AIC 



XX 

OAHMOC 

MAAHNTONKAIATPinnAN 
/APAlOYTOYPAAiOYrPAMAlA 
T6ArtA/0M£N0AtT0AL YT6 

poNen/AHM- etoY a API 

Amy A AA/M MAflAPACXO 
TAZ€ArOICT€KAWOAttTA - 



lOYAlOCIOYAlANOCtYCtBHCKAiq/AOnATPlC 
KAlTLTUMHM£NOLYnOTUA/e6ltOTATUA'A- 
TOKPATOPUlNTLTAPTHLTPA T£/ACe/7APX 

Ce/AftC- ■ • AP6ACTi/MHC 

-lKt/Y6T0YC ...... . 



XXI 

HBOYAHKAIOA HMOCB A P£/X€//V 

AMPtCMCOYT0YIAPtB(JA£0YC 

KAIMOKIMONYtONAYTOYlYtaSaC 

KAiqiAOnATPJAACTHJUHCXAPtN 



xxn 

MAAUONNttATOYKUJM'ArOYeniKAAO 

YMtA/0YALAL0YQYAHtX0MAPtf/V(MJAf/7AA 

AAYPHNUA/OAHAAOCVfNOlAitNtKA 



XXVI 

TOMtllfM/ONTOYTAipeuA'OCeKTtCefi/eilAliON 
LenTI/AIOCO&AINA6OC0AAMrtPOTAT0CCYN 
KAHTIK§CAlpAN0YOYABAAAh90YT0YNAtLi)POY 
AYTLJTtKAlYlO/CAYTOYKAJY/U)A!0/C6lCTOnAN 
rtA eCA WNlONTtlJULHN 



XXIII 
rCHAATlOto OYtAAHlON 
nPttCH O A/MA KPtlNONTON 
ArNONKAIA IKAIONCUTHPA 
MANNOCOKAlAi 67. A 013 AN- 
OJUULMT OAlCYtPreTH AT 



XXVII 

RESOftBtSSytEWOPAGA TORESGENeRISHV/lAANIDONNDlOCLEnANVS 

snMPlMPPETC0NSTANTlVSETMAtlMlAJVVWOBOjCAUCASTPArEL/CnEPC6NDWERIfNT 

SOMANOmEROCUTEV.PMfJ.PMVMUAERA'MO.EORVM. 



Pbilos . Trans. JW.XLVm. TAB .XJCVff. 
IX 

H B OYAH KAI O&HMO.t 
LOYAlONAYPHAIOMlHNOIilON 
TONKAIZABA/AANAKJUAA 
XOYTOYNACCOYMOYCTPATH 
rHIANTAtNtniAHMIAetOY 
AAtzANAPO YKAI YI7HP€TH 
CANTAnAPOYCIA&IHNtKtl 
POYTIAAIO YKPICH tINOY TOY 
HrHCAMCNOYKAl TAIttrilA H 
MHCA CAK OYH^IAAA TIOICINA 
TOPANOMHCANTATtKAIOYKOAl 
■ OJNAp€/AH CANTAXPHM ATCJ/V 
KAIKAA&)CI70AeiTtYCAM (A/ON 
(jJCAIATA YTAMAPTYPH0HAIAI 
Y/?O6t0Y/API&0AOYKAIYf?OI0Y 
AIOY T0Ytz.OV.UTA 

TOYertAPXOY TOY l6P0Yf7PAITcj 
P/0 YKAITHCTIATPI&OC TON QIAO 
HA TPtN TtlMHt X API Alt TOYCAN^ 



fi.ffff/. 



JFromMr.Datvkms'-s \.f>/a£e of GREEK Infcrtsiaens . 

XI 
C WT/JU/QNA/PANHNO 
&AINA60YT0NAAMJ1P0 
TATONIYNKAHTIKON 



€2 

AYPHAl 
OAOPOY 


NUN 

PHAI 

(.TPATICj 


thca er 


KHCTON 


HATPUiN- 


■ (IMHCKAttYXA 



PICTlA C M PIN CTOYC Tx f 



XII 



KON 
AY 

CTPAT 
PH0AI 

AMiN 
BOY AH A 



OYAION 
(.6AtY 
CtilAA 
(JC 
MAPTY 
TtlJUHC 
PATICTH 
MY PI AC 



TSMAHiZNkKtNtTOYC 

f; f rn 6 pa €pztaico 



IOYAIONAYPHAIDNZeii€/AAN 
M0KtUOYTOYT€Be/A0Y 
AC&OJPOY0A/AAO/CYNAYTU 

KATeA0ONT€C€lCOAOr€C/ 
AAA 6AII70P0IAN€C THCA AIAP€ 
CAAITAAYTOI C T€lJUHCXAPIN 
ZAAfAIKMTOYHNfieTOYC 



XIII 



HBOYA 
AY P HA 10 
JUAAH 
ANAKOMlC 



OYAION 
A0ON 
PXfjHnOPON 
CYA/OAIAAI 



nPQIKAii. IAIWN Td^iHCXAP/N 

( TO VC © I (j> J.yfynJifcafi. 
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Fbile <j. Traits. Vol. XLVm.TAB rsxyM.JTrom.Mr.J)amkins's3..niaUcfGVJS.Y.Yi Itifcrifi&ms. 
XIV 



• Y/7/A/0 NO YOPWAHN 
/nniKONKAmOYAtYTHH 
HA AM YPHNO NGMAA 
KA&OCAPCATONffl 
.... tmHCXAPIN 

erovt of 



XV 



TONKPA 




noA/cea 


H 


N API ON KM 


,HN 


IOYAIOCAYP 


out 


/7Y/J10CJI 


A1AAU) 


KANNACCOY 


OKPATI 



LTOCTONp/AONKAinpOCr 
A TUN TJ1 UHCt Nt>Kl N 
(TOYCZO fJUHNeiJANAIKU 



XVT 

C617T OYOPVJAHN 

TONKPA TlCTONtniTPO 

nONCCBACTO YAOYKH 

NAPIONKAlAPTAHtTHtt 

lOYAlOCAYPHAtOC 

cenTtuiotiAA hc in 

PlKOCCeriTIMIOYAM 

ZANAPOYTOYHPUAOY 

AHOCTPATIUJNTONQI 

AONKAinPOCTATHN 

T(/MHCeN(KeN€TOYC 

HOVMHNeiJANAIKM 



XVII 

ttmiMIONOYOPOAHN 
TONKPATICTONeJJlTPO 
rtONCtBACTOYAOYKH 
NA PIONKAIAPTA flCTHN 
IOY A/OCA YPHMOCCA A Mfic 
KACUANOYTOY' ' " i/VAW 
tniltYCPOMAlU)NT0Np/V)N 
KAIPPOCTATHNe TOYCHoi 
MHNfljANAlKLj 



XVIII 

HBOY *MOt 

CtmiJ TONKPA 

TKTONC tBACTOY 

AOYKHN tOAOTHN 

THCMH A/OALKAIA 

NAKQMIC CCYNOA/AC 
tlilAICJNKAIMAPTYPH&€NTA 
YDO TLMTAPX tJUnOPONKAl 
AAMHPOJCCTPA THTHCANTA KAl 
ATOPANOMHCANTA THCAYTHC 
MtfTP0KOACJN6IACKAmAetCTA 
OIK0e€NANAA(xJCANTAKAfAP6CAN 
TATHT6A YTH80YAHKAITUAHJLU) 
KAINYNHAAXcnPCjCCYJinoC/AP 
XONTUNTOY AlOLBHAOYKr 
u)N TtiJULHCGNtKtN 

JAN 



Thilos.Trans . Vb/. XLVHT. TAB. XXIV. FromMr. Hawkins: s fj/ate of PAI.MYREKE Infer u'/itio us , />•<%" 

J3 . The JLra6cc • fiqurej added to the- Roman numerals refer to InefhUowing (rreeAJ/ifcrifittoits . 
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V//. 

m?kvx3n r^k^xyAn™ 

ATI /*• 

\3(y?bS3 fr>XXfy>Xt>.V>H?/>/y 
H. b 13 <JVt MIX J* 1-1 616 5*1 JM?x 9 



iV ./» X >^ 7 > T^r> <Y ^ 0> </JJ £ £ 



n 



J. MuiidfJ'eti/n . 
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Thilos. Trans . Vol. XLVEI.TAB .XXVI. TronvMr. Damkins's \. plate qf GREEK In/crintions . 

I 

MMHMtiONAlUJMONrtPACUKOAOMHitN/AMAltOQMOKttMOYTOYKAi 
TOYMAAiXOYt/CTetAYTOA/KAIY/OYCKAfCrrONQYUTOYC&TTMHA 



II 

TOMAJHMeiONeKTICANiAAftHAOCM 
AMA/A/OCCOXAItlCAAAAIXOCOYABAA 
AAeoYTOYMAA/A'AIOYrOYeAABHAOYAYT 

OfCKAIYlOICiTOYCAIYAAHA/OC^A/VAIKOY 



V 

A/eCHAAATOYA/eC- 

MtCtfAAATOYmCHTOYAAA- 
TOYAP/UeOYCYA/OA/APXHt 
jeCMtTA TOYCMnOPO/Af 
OAATA( IAA0CT6LMHCKAI 
tAfZKtArtTOYCfNYStHNO 



III 

HJ30YAHKAIOAHMOCAAIA/1AM6/A/A/7A.A/OY 
TOYMOK/MOY TOY AIPAN OYTOY AAA96AKAI 
AlPANHNT0NnAT€PAAYT0VeYC€B€ICKAl 

(piAOHATpiAA CKAinAA/r/ rponw ■ 

CtMCJCAPeCAA/TAC THHATPIAIKAI 
TOKnATPIOlCQiOK TtiMHCX APIN 
t TOYC/V YMHNOCJANAIKOY 



IV 

HQOYAH 
AOAAe/A/AIPAA/0YTOYCA8AT0Y 
A/0YT0Y/SOA/At€0YC€/7AA/r£l- 
N^NAYtHtniAOClNAloAflAN 

l6YUAMKAI~ Ah et-ATA 
AAKR//ACJXA/-CXH0AM6/0CK • 

Is A Tt//7A7PU0/Cde0K TtlJAHiKAl 
A/t1MH<LKA?INLY0Y<LANYn I O 



d//y ri c Tcj/ner/cTCJKAi 

TOY A IPAA/OY 10 YMOKIMO) 
AIP£0e/C6<f>KAC/7Hr/iCY) 
$H&tLMANZQHKtNtTOY 

VII 

AAAPd6/A/AAeiAA/&P0YTt 

HAnAAHTOYOYA&AAAAQQ 
TOYCYAAvMOYCOPAIlOCAl 
ANHPAYTHCAANHAAHC6N 
MHNeikYCTPCPTOYhYeTi 

VIII 

A/IYtKTWKAI- 
TTHK0COII0YAYP- 
NTITTATPOCOKAI 
AMtlTOYZHA/081 
OYTOYAK07TA0Y' 
tllAMtNOQAAte 
QHKtNtTQ YCAMp 
AYAYNAIOVKA 



'/IS 



f.e 9 t. 



r OYKAIAKKAAeiL0Y 

Tmhn/jamaiko) 



vec 



YAAATOYP€<p€AOY 

APtHNOUYNAA'A&AN 

>POfAnO<f>OPAeOYK€ 

HCKAteYxAPttreiJc 

/HHMOC?AMA- ■ ■ • 



[ 

'CJKAtenHKObJBCJAANOCZeNOBlOY 

KIMOYTQYMABQAeniMtAHTHC 

cri- 

"H c y n oiAPtBUAOYTOYeeoYTomo- 

reTOYCA0YMHA/0CYntPbeP6TAl0YK 



POYTOY 

\AA90Y 

tOCAlPANOY 

HceweKtA/ 

hY€TOYC 



j.Mi/tidf/fU^- 



Pbilos. Trans. TW.XLVIII.TABJCXV. FrornMr. Darvkins's plate of PALMYRINE Infci-iptiorut . 



p.6gi . 



XL 






K376 3HJ?6y6Wim57>tt 63J 
T.JV 3 X K "t ' J/ ? »^3 tf 3 !J t> ' b* ? <\ 



xn 






IX, 7 . 
?i3?63K Jf ?6J(> ^J^\1\lXVJ~j63y 



xm 



X ig . 



^ JUi/nde fru//v. 
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difcovery of the Palmyrene alphabets This, t told 
him, I could not then do $ being engaged in a work 
of another nature, which I was obliged to difpatch 
with all the expedition poffible. However, I allured 
him, that I would fpend now-and-then an hour or 
two upon thoie infcriptionsj when tired with working, 
and try what I could make of them. Having therefore 
borrowed a copy of the Ruins of Palmyra, on Sa- 
turday, January iz, 1774, I began, about five o'clock 
in the afternoon, to compare the 16th, 1 7th, and 19th 
Greek inscriptions with the 8th, 9th, and 1 oth Palmy- 
rene, with all the attention I was capable of; and, in 
lefs than two hours time, did not only find out twenty 
letters of the Palmyrene alphaber.but likewife could in- 
terpret, to my own fatisfa&ion, the three laft-mention- 
ed inscriptions. Between feven and eight o'clock, Mr. 
Godwyn fent me feveral words belonging to fbme of 
the other infcriptions, in the Hebrew character, the 
Unifications of which he had, as he apprehended, 
difcovered, and the powers of eighteen different Pal- 
myrene letters, as they appeared to him, in order to 
facilitate my inquiries, ' JTis worthy obfertfation, that 
he afligned all thefe letters the fame powers and 
places in the alphabet I had done; which coiv 
firmed me in my opinion, that I could not be very 
remote from truth. The form of the element Koph 
appeared to me at firft to reprefent Hhetb; but the 
word XsepL AK1M, POSV1T, EREXIT, &c. foon 
afterwards gave me furhciently to underftand, that I 
was miftaken. We likewife both found, that this 
character fometimes occupied the plate of Mem j 
though fcarce the leaft affinity is to be obferved be- 
tween the forms of Kopb and Mem, either in the 
Phoenician or the Chaldee alphabet. 

4 S 2 The 
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The unexpe&ed fuccefs, I had met with, excited 
me afterwards to examine the letters and words of 
feveral other Palmyrene infcriptions, even fome of 
thofe, which had no Greek ones to anfwer them. The 
latter however, for fome time, not a little embar- 
raffed me; as I found the fpirit and genius of them 
very different from thofe of the others $ though, with 
pleafure, I obferved, that in the moft effential points 
the three completeft of them agreed. But, notwith- 
standing this, before the clofe of Thurfday, Ja> 
nuary 17, 1754, I had difcovered twenty-one letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet $ and could, as I imagined, 
tranflate into Latin and Englifh feven of the thirteen 
infcriptions, drawn in the Palmyrene character, 
three of which had no correfpondent Greek infcrip- 
tions. In fine, before the end of February 1774, I 
thought myfelf able to explain all the thirteen in- 
fcriptions, except the twelfth, which had feveral 
©f its letters defaced ; though I foon found out 
the date it bore, which indeed was vifible enough, as- 
well as perceived the true turn and nature of it. I 
likewife had made myfelf fully acquainted with the 
forms and powers of all the Palmyrene letters, except 
thofe of Tzade; which, if I am not greatly miftaken, 
I have fince certainly difcovered. To the preced- 
ing fhort account of the gradual progrefs made in the 
fuppofed interpretation of thefe infcriptions; from 
the beginning to the end of it, I fhall beg leave to Sub- 
join here the Palmyrene alphabet, with fome ligatures 
of the letters. After which will follow a Latin and 
Englifh verfioaof fix Palmyrene infcriptions, not a 
little illuftrated by the Greek ones anfwering to them; 
and of four of thofe, that have no correfpondent Greek 
Micriptions. To which I fhall add a few curfory re- 
marks, 
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marks, and the particular days on which the expli- 
cations of the infcriptions were fuppofed to have 
been hit upon j that the true dates of thefe explica- 
tions (if fuch the learned gentlemen of the Royal 
Society mould allow them to be), may, with the ut- 
moft precifion, be afcertained. 

7%^PALMYRENE^^8^a!W ctrm/uxred unth th& HEBREW. 
Palmyr. Hebr. PaJmjrr. HeW. 



.JSaH ^aXXJ ^J 

<«»^i^vW \ 

jie xxx n 

Zattv I. - \ 

Tefft 6 , t) 

Jad 1lA~*) -H 

fyjv y^M y\ 



Wan bSJ^U^ S) 

Samee&WO)3)J tD 

yy^</7V V 

33X\ S3*) 

Y— r? 

JOSiKiJJ p 

p^-e//* igj 

Thau, J*f>J*yfrJr'j!—-T\ 



Hade 

SMn. 
Sin 



XrGATVRES tf l/u TtAJJsXxmasns. Zelters . 



ip.Xn 



Sojlh 


WtoxMi 


ytvsj^ih 


5>D.3^ 


tto'OJrOM 


mm 


ItX? 


)).*S 


)to.a/3 


^ptX^f 


huv 


1&.X/3 


1p.O* 


Tti.JyS 


T\fo.J-*s3 



Inlcriptioti 
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Infcription VIII. 
See Tlate xxv, Number viii. 

mmx rmmp yy mwsso 
cnpsn nt ovaosD ohvtt 

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IAOA HIP- 
PICVS :::::::: i 

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IADA HIPPICVS : : : : 
PLACED SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCEL- 
LENT PROCURATOR DVCENARIUS AND ARGA- 
PETA, here. 

January sath, 1754™ 

Infcription IX. 
See Tlate xxv, Number rx. 

mbtibsk otaurp yrtt -'otched 

: :.: :T3 NJ'Dp 13 ND^ :♦'?"»&* 

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA FILIVS CASSI- 
ANI FILII :::::::: 

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA, THE SON OF CASSI- 
ANVS, THE SON ::::::: PLACED SEPTIMIVS VO- 
RODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT PROCVRATOR 
DVCENARIVS AND ARGAPETA, here. 
January 12th, 1754. 

Infcription 
2 
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Infcription X» 
S& Tlafe xxv, Number x. 

vmm cmnp -mi vwssd 

&yh cyps n leupn 

arftrrtyfr na tea d»Ww 

nam^ »ftfcp- n armoN 

SEPTIMIVS VORODES EXCELLENTISSIMVS PRO- 
CVRATOR DVCENARIVS QVEM POSVIT AMICk 
TLffi NOMINE 1VLIVS AVREL1VS NABIBAL FILIVS 
SAODOIDiE (vd SAODVTI) DVCTOR EXERCITUS 
COLONIC HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLXXIV MENSE 
APEELiEO. 

SEPTIM1VS VORODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT 
PROCURATOR DVCENARIVS, WHOM IVLIVS AV- 
RELIVS NABIBAL, THE SON OF SAODVTVS, GE^ 
NERALOF THE COLONY'S FORCES, ON ACCQVNT 
OF FRIENDSHIP, PLACED here, IN ORDER TO DO 
HIM HONOVR, IN THE YEAR. DLXXIV, and THE 
MONTH APELLjEVS. 

January iaih, 1754* 

Remarks on thefe InfcriptionSb. 

I. They feem to have appertained originally, tho? 
probably all of them were infcribed either on pillars 
or pedeftals, to three ftatues of SEPTIMLVS VO- 
RODES, and to have applied to thofe ftatues the 
name of the perfon they reprefented. This is fo 
elear from the ftile of the infcriptions themfelves, 
that I fliall infift. no farther upon it here. 

2..Ther 
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2. The two firft of them are imperfect, the latter 
part-of both having been apparently defaced. 

3. The word NABIBAL, which is undoubtedly 
the true reading, as I have reftored it here, that has 
been partly deformed and partly effaced by time, or 
elfe not exactly taken, in the third line of the tenth 
infcription, may be recovered by the afliftance of 
the Greek one anfwering to it. 

4. I have taken die liberty to fuppofe the letter 
wanting in the beginning of the laft word in the fourth 
line of that infcription to be Lamed; which fuppo- 
fkion die oriental critics will perhaps allow to be 
not very remote from truth. For, fjOTrfo may either 
be expreffed in Latin AMICITL& NOMINE, PRO 
AMICITIA, or (as Lamed> according to Schindler, 
Lex. Pent. p. 914, is fome, times an article of the 
accufative cafe) AMICVM SVVM $ any of which 
expreffions will come near enough to TON EAT- 
TOT $IAQN, in the correfpondent Greek one, and be 
perfectly confonant to the tenor of both inferiptions. 

f. The dialect, in which thefe Palmyrene inferip- 
tions are written, is moft certainly the Syriac. This 
is rendered inconteftable by the words D'pN, SUR- 
GERE FECIT, POSUIT, EREXIT, STATUITj 
"tt FIUUS ; *qy?, HONORIS CAUSA; norm 
or SOTO PRO AMICITIA j which manifeftly be- 
long to that dialed:. 

6. But, notwithftanding this, feveral of the words 
they exhibit, fuch as KPATlCTGC, EOITPOnA, 
ACTPATHrA, DVCENARA, and COLONIA, 
are indifputabiy of Greek and Latin extraction. 

7. In the third line of the tenth infcription, the word 
AVRELIVS wants the letter R ; and in the fourth, the 
word ACTPATHrA the letter T. That this is an un- 
doubted 
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doubted truth, we may fairly infer from the third line 
of the eighth infcription, and the fecond of the 
fourth j where both thefe words drawn out at length, 
after the oriental manner, evidently occur. 

8. The true reading of the word APrAFIETHN, 
in the fixteenth and feventeenth Greek infcriptions, 
which neither Dr. Halley, Dr. Bernard, Dr. Smith, 
nor Mr. Seller could afcertain, is clearly difcovered 
by the word (a) ARGABETA, in the fecondline of 
the eighth, as well as of the ninth, Palmyrene infcrip- 
tion ; both of which are here exhibited to our view. 

9. The tenth infcription, the lateft of thofe whofe 
dates have been preferved, did not precede the 574th 
year of the aera of Seleucus, nearly coincident with 
the 263d of Christ ; having been drawn out in 
the month Apellaus y or December, that year. This 
therefore will fix the date, that the correfpondent 
Greek infcription originally bore ; and confequently 
render that infcription fomething more complete; than 
it was before. 

io. It appears from thefe infcriptions, that the let- 
ter Van was fometimes pronounced by the Palmy- 
renes, in the third century after Christ, like O, and 
at other times like OV or V ; as alfo that they fome- 

(a) It feems to appear from the word APrABlA, which in Leo 
denotes a fort of hamper, ufed by the cavalry chiefly for the carriage 
of water, that AP1AHETHC, APrABETHC, or ARGABETA, 
fignified an officer at Tadmor, whofe province it was to fupply the 
troops with water^ in order to fupport them in their march over 
the vaft defarts fufrounding that place. Nor can it be doubted, but 
fuch an officer muft have been extremely ncceffary in a city diftin • 
guifhed from all others by fo remarkable a fituation. 

Vid. Leonis Imperat. Tattic, Cap. xiii. S. n. Filip. Pigafetta, 
in annotat. ad Leon. ibid. Mauric. Lib. vii. p. 143. Upfaliae, 1664. 
Vid. etiam Carol. Du Frefn. Glojfar. ad Scriptor. med. &f infim. 
Gracitat. in voc. APrABIA. 

4, T times 
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times afligned to their Beth the power of the Greek 
Pi: of which other examples will ltkewife here- 
after be produced. 

Infcription I. 
See Plate xxiv, Number i. 

nor "paV arm 
na» m»a 

T |0T»3 

NOMINI BENEDICTO TIMOR IN SECVLVM IVL. 
AVR. PRO PATRE NOSTRO (vel PRO PATRE) QVI 
£T FILIVS AIL^ {AILI vel ALLI) ZENOBII ACOBjEI 
(ACOBENSIS vel ACABENSIS) dedicavit MENSIS TEBETH 
DIE IV ANNO DXLIV. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME BE FEAR FOR EVER : 

IVL. AVR. dedicated this ON OVR (or HIS) FATHER'S 

ACCOVNT, WHO WAS THE SON OF AILA ZE~ 

NOBIVS OF ACOBA, (or ACABA) THE FOVRTH 

DAY OF THE MONTH TEBETH, IN THE YEAR 

DXLIV, 

January 15th, 1754. 

Infcription II. 
See Plate xxiv. Number n. 

.jomi vats mbyh nots» -pn^ 

hv arfrn na b\Ttst -o bv y trm 

nm mo rem tm wn 

NOMINI 
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NOMBJI BENED1CTO IN SECVUfM BONO ET 
MISERIGORDI TIMOR COR. IVL, F1LIVS ZABDI- 
BOLI FILII MILCOMI OB SVAM ET FRATRIS EIV3 
SALVTEM dedkawt MENSE TISRI ANNO DXXXIII. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME, FOR EVER GOOD AND 
MERCIFVL, BE FEAR: COR. IVL. THE SON OF 
ZABDIBOL, THE SON OF MILCOM, dedicated thi$ 
FOR HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, AND THAT OF 
HIS BROTHER, IN THE MONTH TISRI, and THE 
YEAR DXXXIII. 

January 17th, 1754. 

Infcription X3II. 
See Plate xxv, Number xni. 

*a ws "J3 pfcr nay np^ nap *fx& 
♦nua Aprn wi hp sons am 
n ton w |d*3 rrva n ; = ; : 

NOMINI BENEDICTO IN SECVLVM %mot PA- 
RAV1T SALMON FIL1VS NAS-ffi FILII HIZ^E (vei 
CHITZ^J VTJQVE PROPTER SVAM ET LIBERO- 
RVM EIVS SALVTEM ::::; : MENSE NISAN ANNO 
CCCCXLVIL 

TO THE BLESSED NAME FOR EVER be fear; 
SALMON THE SON OF NASA, THE SON OF HIZA, 
(or CHITZA) PREPARED (or DEDICATED) this ON 
ACCOVNT OF HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, 
AND THAT OF HIS CHILDREN, IN THE MONTH 
NISAN, and THE YEAR CCCCXLVIL 
January 17th, 1754* 

Remarks on thefe infcriptions. 
1. The ftones that exhibit them feem to have 
belonged to altars dedicated to Jupiter^ the chief of 

4T J the 
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the gods, or rather to the Supreme Deity, either In 
confequence of vows formerly made, on account of 
recoveries from dangerous fits of ficknefsj or for the 
future health, fafety, and prefervation of the perform 
therein mentioned. This furhciently appears, not only 
from the Greek infcription, which in fome meafure 
expreffes the fenfe of the fij ft of them, but likewife 
from the tenor of them all. Nor can any thing 
be more clear and explicit, than the terms of which 
they are compofed. 

2. The aforefaid Greek infcription only informs 
us, that JVLIVS AVRELIVS, therein alfo mentioned, 
dedicated an altar, on his father's account, after he had 
prayed to the deity, for whom that altar was defigned. 
But the Palmyrene one anfwering to it has preferved 
the very form of this fhort prayer, or ejaculation ; 
which pretty nearly correfponds with that ufed by 
the prophet Daniel, in chap. ii. ver. 20. as well as a 
very noted one of the Rabbins. Nor is it altogether 
remote from a (a) fcriptural expreflion, that now and 
then occurs. Nay, that the antient Syrians, or rather 
the Syrian Jews, applied the word TTOff, NAME, 
to GOD, or the Supreme Being, we learn from fome 
(b) good authors. This opens a large field for re- 
flections, and fuggefts to us feveral remarkable par- 
ticulars relating to the religion, or rather religions, 
that prevailed at Tadmor, about the middle of the 
third century, 

3. Thofe particulars are likewife very clearly 
pointed out to us by the fecond Palmyrene infcrip- 
tion, which contains a fort of fhort prayer, or eja- 

(a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaght. p. 247 — 250, 1886, &c. 
\b) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hept. p. 3772. 

culation, 
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culation, not unlike one in the beginning of the 
(a) Liturgy of the Syrian "Jacobite Chrijiiam, a La- 
tin verilon of which has been published by M. Re- 
naudot. The thirteenth Palmyrene infcription gives 
us to underftand, that the fame religion, or religions, 
had been introduced at Tadmor, foon after the be- 
ginning of the fecond century. 

4. As a fimilar (b) infcription ftill remains, or 
was very lately to be feen, near the well, or current 
of hot fulphureous waters, which undoubtedly con- 
stituted in antient times one of the hot fulphureous 
baths of Tadmor, it feems not improbable, that the 
waters of thofe baths were medicinal ; and that by 
bathing themfelves therein, or drinking them, the 
Palmyrenes were frequently cured of various diftem- 
pers and indifpofitions. This, 1 fay, appears at leaft 
not improbable, from the matter and fituation of 
that infcription, in conjunction with thofe which I 
have here endeavoured to explain, and which had 
in all likelihood at firft either the fame or a fimilar 
fituation. So that thefe infcriptions, every thing con- 
sidered, may be deemed mutually to fupport and 
illuftrate one another. 

f. From the word LABVNA, XSti?, P RO PA- 
TRE N.OSTRO, in the third line of th e firft in- 
fcription, w e may infer, that the fecond letter Alepb 
was either inadvertently omitted by the infcriber, or 
virtually contained in the firft letter Lamed, or Lo~ 
mad. For LABVNA mull be rendered into Latin 
PRO PATRE NOSTRO, or fimply PRO PA- 

*~"a) Eufcb. Renaud. Liturgiar. Oriental Colleii. Tom. ii. p. 2. 
Parifiis, 17 16. 

(b) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren* p. 4. Phtlofopb. 
Tranfaif. Vol. xix, N. 217, p. 109. 

J ' * TRE) 
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"f* RE ; the Syrians (a) and Arabs fometimes apply- 
ing it in that fenfe as a title, or mark of diftindhon, 
to the Jacobite patriarchs, and probably others, as 
we learn from Al Makfn. Nay, it fejems as natural 
to fuppofe, that the Syrians ufed the word ABVNA 
promifcuoufly for OVR FATHER, and FATHER* 
as that ABA, or ABBA, mould have been admitted by 
them in two fimilar fignifications. Nor can the words 
ANTI I7ATPOX, in the correfpondent Greek inferip- 
tion, poffibly anfwer to any other word, in that I am 
considering, than LABVNA. This will fuggeft to 
as one or two curious obfervations, which I have 
not time at prefent fo much as to touch upon. 

6. The Syriac KF3», ZENOBIA, is expreffed 
by the Greek ZHNOBIOT; and consequently mud 
be looked upon as a mafculine proper name. But 
whether the fame letters, amongft the Palmyrenes, 
formed the proper name of Zenobia i the famous 
queen or emprels of that nation, I cannot yet take 
upon me to determine. 

7. ACOBA, or ACABA, the city, as it mould feem, 
to which ZENOBIVS, mentioned in the firft inferip- 
tion,did originally belong, might poflibly have been the 
capital of Acabene^ a province or diftricT: of Mefopo- 
tamia,a region feparated from Palmyrene by the Eu- 
phrates. This diftricT: is placed by Ptolemy at no 
great diftance from the Tigris } and its capital might 
nave been called by the Palmyrene Greeks, in the 
third century, AKOflA. But that this was really 



{a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentagkt. p. 8. Geor. Elmacin. Hift.. 
Saracen, p. 144, 145, 151, 152, & alib. pafe. 

the 
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the town the inferibcr had in view, I moft not pte* 
ferns pofitively to affirm. 

8. From the £rft of thefc Palmyrcae inscriptions, 
if the iixth line of it be exa&ly copied) and the 
Greek one anfwering to it, we may fairly collecl, 
that the fourth day e£ the month Tibet b was coin- 
cident with the twenty*fcerth of J/ydynaus, the Ma- 
cedonian month; and consequently that thofe two 
months were not preoifely the fame, as we find inti- 
mated fa) by Dr. Fabricras. The former of them 
began on the twenty-firft day of •die latter, if the 
authority of our infcription in this point may be 
intirely depended upon. Hence likewife it moft 
evidently appears, that ftebetb was the name of a 
Syrian, as well as of an Hebrew, month. 

p. Though the Palmy rene dialed be almoft, in all 
refpe&s, the fame with the Syriac j yet it am& be al- 
lowed, that fome Hebrew words occur in thefe in- 
scriptions. Of thkr ITOD, in the firft and fecond, and 
an, in the fifth, to omit other inftances of the fame 
kind, are inconteftable proofs. For which we may 
eafily account, if we confider, that many (&) Jews, as 
well as Christians, were fettled in the territories of the 
Palmyrenes. 'Tis remarkable, that though the word"©, 
BAR, is ufed here for SON in the enumerations of* 
defccnts; yet ffl& according to the Syriac form, 
HIS CHILDREN, prefects, kfelf to our view to- 
wards the dbfe of the thirteenth mfcription. As to 
the word Wft, it muft be owned to be likewife of 



fa) Jo. Albert. Fabric. Mitutog. p. 16, 42. Hamburg!, 17 12. 
0) Seller's Jatif, e/Palayr. Chap, xix. 

the 
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the Syriac form; and consequently not to have been* 
improperly ufed by the Palmyrenes. The fame 
may be faid of the word ^rflTtt*. apparently dedu- 
cible from (a) UTIX, FRATER; as the letters 
D and tl are of the fame organ, have frequently a 
pronunciation extremely fimilar, and were therefore 
undoubtedly often taken and ufed for one another 
Unlefs we fuppofe, that the word was originally upon 
the ftone *nn& which will bring it to the pure Sy- 
riac form ; and this for various reafons, efpecially 
as that very term is exhibited by the third infcrip- 
tion, the moil antient of all, in the very fame fenfe, 
I am inclined to believe. 

10. That the proper names ZABDIBOL, MIL- 
COM, SALMON, NASA, and HIZA or CHITZA, 
in the fecond and thirteenth infcriptions, which have 
no Greek ones to anfwer them, are either of Syriac, 
Chaldee, or Hebrew extraction, from fome of the 
(b) belt oriental lexicographers raoft clearly appears. 
As for HIZA, or CHITZA, this muft be allowed 
to be a pure Syriac word ; though I remember not 
to have met with it as a proper name in any antient 
author. The fecond inscription bears date in the 
month Tifri, and the 533d year of the asra of Se- 
leucus, or A. D. 222, foon after Alexander Seve- 
rus had afcended the imperial throne. The thir- 
teenth is 76 years older, having been drawn A. D. 
136, in the reign of the emperor Hadrian, and 
about two years before the death of that prince. 
The altar on which the firft appears infcribed was 

(a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pent. p. $\.Verf. Syr. in Gen. iv. 8, 21. 

(b) Val. Schind. Lex. PentagloU pafs. Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hep- 
taglat. pafs. 

ersded 
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created in the year of Christ 233, in the month 
Tebetby or jfydynaus, when Alexander Severus was 
engaged in the Parthian war. 'Tis obfervable, that 
the forms of fome of the letters, and particularly 
that of the Jod, or Jud, in the third and thirteenth 
infcriptions, considerably differ from thofe of the 
fame elements, that have been preferved by the 
others, which are of a later date. But notwith- 
standing this, that all the letters forming thefe Pal- 
myrene infcriptions are to be deduced from the fame 
fource, will, I believe, be univerfally allowed. 

Infcription XII. 
See Plate xxv, Number xn. 

AMTACHA FILIVS TEBELACABI FILII NAS^ 
AMTALEHSAL FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 

AMTACHA THE SON OF TEBELACAB, THE SON 
OF NASA } AMTALEHSAL THE SON OF VAHBALATH. 
January 17th, 1754. 

Infcription XI. 
See Plate xxv, Number xi. 

nrwm -d bmhn 
rfaro -d irpa 

BALMICHAL FILIVS MOGIATHATHI 
MAZO FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 

4 U BAL- 
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BALMHStf AL THE §0K OF MOGlAtttATH, 
MA20 THE SDK Qt VAHSABAm 

lamrtty 17^ 1754. 

Remarks fett thefe IiuMptions. 

1. They feera both tQ have been routUated, tho' 
the eleventh ha& fuffered more thin the other; 
fome of its letters being partly defaced, and fartJry 
deformed, by time. 

2. That they confift of the proper names of* men, 
connected by the word BAR, SON, is obvious to 
every one, who reads them. 

3. That thefe men were perfons of diiiinclion, 
and filled fome of die higheft pofts in the ftate, there 
is great reafon to believe* 

4. That the names themfehres, a* exhibited here, 
are of oriental ea£tra&ion» tho* the reafon of their 
impaction, at this diftance of time, is not known, 
(a) can by no means be denied. 

5. In the twelfth inicription, as well as the ele- 
venth, tho' in the latter k is fomething deformed, 
the proper name VAHBALATH, or VABALA- 
THVS, (which has alio been prefefved by coins) in 
the Palmyrene character, manifeftly occurs. 

6. That the dates of thefe infcriptions, if any were 
ever vifible in them, muft have been pofterior to the 
447th year of Seleucus, or the 136th of Christ,, 
the forms of the letters themfelves, and particularly 
that of the ^4 ©£;,?»& e\ridently prove- 



(a) Val. Schind. Lex. PentegkU p. J04& 123s©, 103®, 19^ 
i960, 1372, &c. . . 

\ Infcnptioa 
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Incriptton V. 
Set Piatt xxiy, Number v. 

na jtk dwmsd n nil apfo 

ara >ti *ty?B ano -a uwba 
rrva inp^ *nna n xmh an 

SORS five PORTIO eft HJEC SEPTIMH MRANJE FI- 
LII ODiENATHI SENATORIS CLARISSIMI ET VIRI 
PRIMARII civitatis TADMOR QVAM EI EREXIT AV- 
RELIVS PHILINVS FILIVS MARII PHILINI MILES 
EMER1TVS IACVLATOR five PILANVS LEGIONIS 
PARTHIC-ffi HONORIS CAVSA MENSE TISRI ANNI 
DLXIII. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF SEPTIMIVS 
JERANES, A MOST ILLVSTRIOVS SENATOR, AND 
A PRINCIPAL PERSON IN THE CITY OF TADMOR ; 
WHICH AVRELIVS PHILINVS, THE SON OF MARIVS 
PHILINVS, A VETERAN OF THE PARTHIAN LE- 
GION, WHO HAD SERVED AS A LANCIER, ERECTED 
TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE MONTH TISRI OF THE 
YEAR DLXIII. 

February 2d, 1754. 

Inscription VII. 
See Plate xxiv, Number vu. 
0**nv* 0%* *■» TO"! Np"?tt 

khw an nay *6o na rtohv 
jnp»"? oarn iftna rb ncpa n 

J3DT ruts' 

4 U 2 ' . SORS 
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SORS five PORTIO eft HJEC IVL1I AVRELII SAL- 
MALATHI FILII MALffi HEBRiEI PRINCIPIS vel DVC- 
TORIS CATERV^E Mercatorum QVAM STATVIT El 
SENATVS POPVLVSQVE QVOD DOMVM REDVXIT 
CATERVAM Mercatorum DE RE FAMILIARI GRATIS 
earn SVSTENTANS ANNO DLXIX. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AV- 
RELIVS SALMALATH, THE SON OF MALA, A 
IEW, PRINCE, CHIEF, or LEADER, OF THE CARA- 
VAN of Merchants ; WHICH THE SENATE AND PEO- 
PLE HAVE DECREED HIM, BECAVSE HE CON- 
DVCTED HOME THE CARAVAN, AND SVPPORTED 
IT AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, IN THE YEAR DLXIX. 
February 9th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Inscriptions. 

1. From the words WW, fTO AIRAN, ODI- 
NATH, or jERAN, ODiENATH, and KW, to- 
gether with the words AIPANHN OAAINA0OT, 
H EOT AH, in the correfpondent Greek infcription, 
it plainly appears, that the letter Aleph, amongft the 
Palmyrenes, fome times anfwered to A, fometimes 
to E, and fometimes to O, about the middle of the 
third century. 

2. From the words NpaVpjD, SENATORIS, 

w?s *na marii philini, dwb o»^m av- 

REL1VS PHILINVS, &c.wc may collect, that 
one of the Palmyrene terminations of Greek and 
Latin words in the oblique cafes was H; but 
that the people of Tadmor, in the nominative cafe, 
when they wrote fuch words in their own character, 
generally preferred the Greek and Latin termina- 
tions, 
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tions. See the eighth, ninth, and tenth of the Palmy- 
rene infcriptions. . 

3. The proper name iOB, MALA, in the feventh 
infcription, feems to anfwer to MAAHC, in the fe- 
venth of Dr. Bernard's Greek Palmyrene infcrip- 
tions j though the terminations of thofe words are 
not intirely the fame. The proper names, or fur- 
names, NH* ti£iy& are alfo in like manner repre- 
sented by C AAMHC IAAHC> as has been already 
obferved. As for the name, or furname, SALCA- 
LATH, or SALMALATH, it only occurs in the 
feventh of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions, 
which I have here been attempting to explain. 

4. Though the dialedt, in which the two infcrip- 
tions I am confidering are written, be apparently the 
Syriac; yet the word 21, IACVLATOR, in one of 
them, as has been already remarked, is undoubtedly 
Hebrew. As for J&O- BOTAH, 0D1, ^HMOC, and 
NpWpJD, CTNKAHTIKA, or rather CTNKAHTI- 
KON, they are moft evidently Greek. In one 
of thefe infcriptions, the word tn, PRINCEPS, 
VIR PRIMARIVS, appears without either the 
X or the ♦, inferted as the middle letter j which 
fometimes, tho' very rarely, happens. The word 
Hmw, CATERVA, is applied to the Ifhmael- 
ites, as merchants, Gen. chap, xxxvii, ver. 27. 
in the Syriac verfion ; which, with the word AP- 
XEMnOPON, exhibited by Mr. Dawkins's thir- 
teenth Greek infcription, agreeing in fignification 
with our KTITB' 21, plainly ihews, that I have hit 
upon the true fenfe of that term here. The furname 
PHILINVS and the name MARIVS are only vifi- 
ble in the fifth of thefe Palmyrene infcriptions; 

Mr, 
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Mr. Dawkins's eleventh Greek one presenting no- 
thing of that kind to our view, but ATPHAI : : : : 
and part of the word HAI6AOPOT, if that be ex- 
actly taken. We may conclude, from the fifth Pal- 
my rene infcription, that the people of Tadmor, if not 
the Syrians in general, when it was written, called .P<w- 
thia BATRA, or BAT RIA ; which in found ap- 
proaches pretty near to the BACTRIA of the antients. 
The name "Wnn TADMOR, confining of five letters, 
and not of four only, as has hitherto been generally, if 
not always, fuppofed, occurs in the fame infcription. 
The two laft words of the fourth line of the fe- 
venth have either not been fo well preferved as the 
others, or not fo accurately taken. They may never- 
thelefs be read either 8DD p, EX SVO MARSV- 
PIO, or HD» fj& GRATIS DE RE FAMILIARIj 
either of which lections is confonant enough to the 
tenor of the infcription. The latter, which I have 
chofen here, feems however to be better fupported 
by the correfpondent Greek infcription j as the Sy- 
riac ]SQ exa&ly anfwers to the adverb I7POIKA 
there. Should the critics allow the words HD» \11X 
as they now appear upon the face of the infcription, 
to ftand ; the Syriac r\U> muft be of the fame im- 
port with the Hebrew TW, PECVNIA, DIVITlffi, 
RES FAMILIARIS, &c. though it has for its mid- 
dle letter Samecb, inftead of Sc&tn. Nor indeed is 
this to be wondered at, as the Syrians fometimes 
ufed the former for the latter of thofe elements. That 
word, upon the foregoing fuppofition, fuffers here 
an ellipfis of the particle 3 BE j as is evident from 
Mr. Dawkins's thirteenth Greek infcription, with 
the fragments of which the feventh Palmyrene one 

extremely 
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extremely weir agrees. Such ellipses as this wete 
antiently not imeommoiv according to Noldius (a). 

f, From the Seventh infeription it appears hot im- 
probable, that fome eminent jewim merchahte, 
about the middle of the third century, refided at 
Tadmor. That inscription therefore may perhaps 
be allowed to fuf^rfc the authority of Photius; who 
has not fcrupled to tl&rt, that the hmem Zenobia 
herfejf profefled the Jewifli religion (£). 

6. From the two inscriptions now before us, and 
die others written in the fame chara&er, we may 
feicly infer, that the life of the Chalctee letters (be*. 
tween which and the Palmyrene there is fo furpfiz* 
ing an affinity, that they may not improperly be con- 
itdered as the fame) prevailed at Tadmof > and in all 
the neighbouring parts of Syria, that were at ho 
great diftance from the confines of Cfealdfca, or 
Irak* in the firft, fecond, and third centuries after 
Christ. For the oldeft of diem was drawn out in 
the month EM, or September, and the year of SeleU- 
cus 360, nearly coincident with the 4,9th of Chris* s 
the thirteenth of them in the month Nifan, or Apri^ 
of the year of Seleucus 447, anfwering to the year 
of Christ I36 $ the fifth, that I have been juft at- 
tempting to explain*, in the mouth fTifri, and the 
year of Seleucus 5-63, or of Christ 2 fi> when Tre* 
boniamw Gallus dlredted the Raman affairs j the 
feventb, that X have been likewife now endeavour- 



(a) Chriflian. Nold. Concordant. Particular. Ebrm-Chotiak. 
kc. p. 164, &c. Jense, 173+. 
(h) Fhctt, Cad. <rty, p. 1469, 14.70. ftothomagi, 165,3.. 

ing 
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ing to decipher, in the year of Seteucus $69% which 
correfponds with the 2f8th of the Chriftian sera* 
and all the others, that bear any dates, in the fame 
century. Neither the prefent Syrian letters there- 
fore, rtor theMendaean or Nabathaan chara&ersj feem 
to have been ufed by the Syrians bordering upon 
Irak, during the three firft centuries after Christ j 
nor confequently in any other interval whatfoever 
preceding the commencement of that period. So 
that thefe infcriptions may, with fufficient propriety, 
be confidered in the light of mahufcripts, written in 
the Chaldee or Hebrew chara&er, If 00, 1600, and 
even 1700 years old. 

7. With regard to the numeral characters, ex- 
hibited both by the infcriptions at prefent in view, 
and the others tranfmitted down to us in the Pal- 
myrene language, it may not be improper to obferve, 
that the letter Ajin, or at leaft a character fimilar to 
it, in the firft place, annexed to a fort of mark or fign 
of an unufual form, fometimes denoting Ten, ftands 
for foo, and in the laft place alone for the number 
Five. The PaJmyreneP*, which refembles the figure 
3, reprefents the number Twenty j and unity is ex- 
prefled by the Pelafgic or Attic character I, which was 
likewife antiently ufed by the Romans. Hence it ap- 
pears, that this kind of notation was undoubtedly very 
antient in the Eaft j and might poffibly have prevailed 
amongft the Syrians, feated not far from the fron- 
tiers of Arabia and Irak, and even amongft the 
Arabs and Chaldasans themfelves, feveral centuries 
before the birth of Christ j though from whence 
the Syrians firft received it, or how they came firft 

to 
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to hit upon it themfelves, I have not yet been able 
to difcover. 

To the preceding remarks many others might 
have been added, relating to the hiftory of Tadmor, 
as well as to the genius, government, cuftoms, re- 
ligion, language, &c. of the inhabitants of that 
once moft flouriming city. But, as I intend here- 
after, when I can find a little relaxation from the 
bufinefs, in which I am at prefent engaged, if it mail 
pleafe God to grant me health, to publifh a dif- 
fertation upon the infcriptions tranfmitted down to 
us in the Palmyrene character, and to confider every 
thing material deducible from them in a proper 
manner; 1 have here only attempted a bare tranflation 
of the major part of them, and laid down a few cur- 
fory remarks, which upon my firft perufal of them 
occurred, in order a little to fupport and illuftrate 
that tranflation. Befides, a minute difcuffion of all 
the abovementioned particulars would have fwelled 
this paper greatly beyond the bounds of a letter ; 
whereas my prefent intention is, only to fubmit a few 
memoirs relating to thefe celebrated monuments of 
antiquity to the judgment of our moft learned and 
illuftrious Society ; that by this means my defign 
may in fome meafure tranfpire, and come to the 
knowlege of at leaf! the moft difcerning part of the 
public. I fhall offer no apology for the trouble now 
given you, Sir, as I was informed that a fight of thefe 
memoirs would not be unacceptable to you. In 
the mean time, you will permit me only to add, 
that I muft acknowlege myfelf obliged to the 
Reverend and very Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of 
Balliol College, as well as to Mr. Godwyn, for many 

4 X valuable 
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valuable hints, from time to time communicated to 
me j and that I am, with the moft perfect efteem, 

S I R, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 

LETTER II. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, June 27, 1754. 
Read July 5, >Tp H E favourable reception, which my 
'754- X kft letter met with from the Royal So- 
ciety, has encouraged me to trouble you with another 
upon the fame fubject j and to fend you a Latin and Eng- 
limverfion of Mr.Dawkins's three remaining Palmyrene 
infcriptions, attended by fuch fhort remarks, as were 
drawn up in order a little to illuftrate and explain the 
former. And this I have been the more readily induced 
to do, as I have, I think, fince difcovered more fully 
the true notation of thePalmyrenes, atleaft from Uni- 
ty to a Thousand, and am thereby enabled to cor- 
rect one or two flight errors, which had before efcaped 
me. I fhall therefore,without any farther preface or in- 
troduction, immediately proceed to the point in view, 
and confider the three infcriptions now before me, 
in the fame manner I did the preceding ones ; efpe- 
cially, as I have had the pleafure to find, that the 
method by me formerly obferved did not prove un- 
acceptable to fo confiderable a part of the learned. 

Infcription 
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Infcription IV. 
See Plate xxiv, Number iv. 

•» vhn na x&o ia «*nar u>bn\a ubt fin 

n ammoa awfyA smtpx n now 

i jnxi ana tram iDp Drrax&a ankn 

nw"6 jW?* fanoi NJiaJTi ovsonp 

fw» paw puns om u\w arm rnkwoa nar 

bysrn* rb tid roa ^od rurua bw oy nam 

anno aw wd n o^» bki amha 

irj rcw ay> worn *6d rfr mpa H 

SORS five PORTIO IVLH AVRELII ZABDIL^ FILII 
MALCHI FILII MALCHI FILII NASSVMI QVI IPSE 
DVCTOR EXERCITVS COLONLE IN ADVENTV DEI 
ALEXANDRI CffiSARIS ET MINISTER IVXTA SVF- 
FICIENTIAM ET PERENNITATEM (i. c. DIGNVS ET 
PERPETVVS LEGATVS) RVTILII CRISPINI PR/E- 
FECTI ET CHILIADVM (COPIARVM vel VEXILLA- 
TIONVM) AMANDATARVM (rel DEDVCTARVM) IN 
IVDICEM (i. e. IVDEX five QVjESTOR) ET DE PECV- 
LIOSVO (feuRE FAMILIARI) iis DONAVIT ET REPO- 
SITO frumento PROSPEXIT ET PLVRtMA TRIBVTA 
CVRAVIT ET PR^CLARE REM EGIT SECVNDVM 
DONA (five PLENA MANV) PROVT hsec TESTATVS 
EST EI DEVS IARIBOLVS ET IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS) 
ETIAM (vel PROPTER HJEC A DEO IARIBOLO ET 
IVLIO (PHILIPPO) ITIDEM CONFIRMATA atque 
COMPROBATA) QVI DIGNVS ET EXCELSVS eft DO- 
M1NVS QVAM EI POSVIT SENATUS POPVLVSQVE 
HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLIV. 

4X2 THE 
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THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AVRELIVS 
ZABDILA, THE SON OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF 
MALCHVS, THE SON OF NASSVM, WHO WAS 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE COLONY'S FORCES, 
WHEN THE GOD ALEXANDER GESAR ARRIVED 
HERE, AND THE WORTHY AND PERPETVAL 
LIEVTENANT OF RVTILIVS CRISPINVS THE PRE- 
FECT, AND JVDGE, or QViESTOR, OF THE AVXILI- 
ARY TROOPS, WHOM HE SVPPORTED AT HIS 
OWN EXPENCE, AND WAS THEIR PVRVEYOR, 
AND RECEIVED THE TRIBVTE, AND PRESIDED 
WITH GREAT PRVDENCE AND GENEROSITY; 
FOR THESE SERVICES, AS ATTESTED BY THE 
GOD IARIBOLVS AND THE EXCELLENT LORD 

IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS), the senate and people 

HAVE ERECTED THIS TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE 
YEAR DLIV. 

February i6th, 1754. 

Infcription VI. 
See Wlate xxiv, Number vi. 

uhrm d»W> um\ tba 

na Dipi^p *rra nsmt m 

ismn wh& mfowtn .•..■-■■ 

xh)£> ISO n nxmsDia ftb 

icr\ ns& mwtrrra sop"? "nis -. -. •• 

senatvs popvlvsqve ivlio avrelio filio 

OD^NATH^ MADDjE (vel MATTRfi) SELEVCO ¥1- 
LIO:::::: ET SEE1LADIO IIS SERVIENTI feu MI- 
NISTRANTI et BENE SE GERENTI NEC NON DVC- 
TORI EXERCITVS IPSI A SENATV ::::::: HONE- 
STATO (vel CVM IPSO EXIMIO EXERCITVS DVC- 
TORE SENATVS POPVLIQVE PALMYRENI) SPONTE 
DONAVIT (i. e. DECREVIT) HONORIS CAVSA 
MENSE TISRI ANNI DLXVI. 

THE 
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THE SENATE AND PEOPLE HAVE VQLVNTARJLY 
GIVEN, or DECREED, thefe TO IVLIVS AVREUVS, 
THE SON OF OD/ENATHVS} MADDA, or MATTHA, 
SELEVCVS, THE SON OF :::::: ; AND SEEILADIVS, 
WHO SERVED THEM WELL; AS ALSO TO THE 
GENERAL, HONOVRED BY THE SENATE :::::::: 
(or TOGETHER WITH THE RENOWNED GENERAL 
OF THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF TADMOR) IN 
ORDER TO DO THEM HONOVR, IN THE MONTH 
TISRI OF THE YEAR DLXVI. 
February 21ft, 1754. 

Infcription III. 
See 'Plate xxiv, Number iij. 

uff ruts' hhx, rm • 

: : : D H W *Q NTD TTD'D 
::::::W»^mffl»33T»9 

t::::t^jrirnaMJV9no* 

rrm nm pn»n 

MENSE ELVL ANNI CCCLX DONVM HOC ATQVE 
ARA ::: BAD! AMRKAMSiE ET ZEBID-& FI- 
LIORVM MALCHI FILH IARIBOLIS FILII NAS^ RE- 
POSITA five DONARIA MADD^E feu MATTHA FI- 
LII ABDEBALIS QVOD CVM iEDJFIClVM COLLAP- 
SVRVM TIMERET SERVVS EIVS ASCENDENS PA- 
TREM SVVM SERA vel PESSVLO CLAVSVM ABSTV- 
LIT ET PROPTER SALVTEM EORVM ET SALV- 
TEM FRATRIS EIVS ET LIBERORVM SVORVM. 

IN 
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IN THE MONTH ELVL OF THE YEAR CCCLX, 
THIS GIFT AND ALTAR WERE PLACED here BY 
: : : : : BADVS, AMRIO'L SHEMS, AND ZEBIDA, THE 
SONS OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF IARIBOL, THE 
SON OF NASA : RICH PRESENTS, or OFFERINGS, 
were likewife placed on or near the Altar BY MADDA, 
or MATTHA, THE SON OF ABDEBAL, BECAVSE 
THAT, WHEN HE WAS AFRAID OF A HOVSE FAL- 
LING, A SERVANT OF HIS WENT * VP, AND CARRIED 
OFF HIS FATHER, WHO WAS LOCKED, or BOLTED, 
IN j AND FOR THEIR SAFETY, HEALTH, or PRE. 
SERVATION, AS WELL AS FOR THE SAFETY, 
HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIS BROTHER, 
AND THEIR CHILDREN. 
February 25th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1 . It may be proper to obferve here, that I have 
adhered as clofely to the original Palmyrene, in my 
Latin vernon of thefe three laft infcriptions, which 
are much more abftrufe than the others, as the ge- 
nius of the Latin language would permit j though 
I have taken greater liberties in the Englifh trans- 
lation, in order to render them more intelligible 
to the generality of our Englifh readers. 

2. The fourth infcription has been in the main 
extremely well preferved, and difcovers more of the 
true turn and genius of the Palmyrene dialed, than 
any of the others. Of this HJTVim IN AD- 
VENTV, though it varies from the pure Syriac 
form j fnw KHD, IVXTA SVFFICIENTIAM ET 
PERENNITATEM, an idiom that fufficiently 
points out to us the nature of the language fpoken 

* See Dr. Shaw's Travels, p. 27$. 

by 
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by thePalmyrenesj PKSfr, CHILIADES, for fo 
it ought to be read, a word that feems peculiar 
to that language, though apparently of Hebrew 
or Syriac extra&ionj mtoMDA DE PECVLIOj 

paw r>wx& ftum. tribvta mvlta mvl- 

TA, i. e. TRIBVTA PLVRIMA; rtrtD, SE- 
CVNDVM DONA, i. e. PLENA MANV; 
HTTIO, DOMINVSj to omit other inftances that 
might be produced, are indubitable proofs. The 
words IVLIVS, AVRELIVS, COLONIA, QJ&- 
SAR, CRISPINVS, HrEMONA, AHMOC, 
BOTAH, and AAESANAPOC difcover at firft 
fight the fources from whence they are to be 
Reduced. The laft of thofe words has been a lit- 
tle injured by time, feveral of the forms of its let- 
ters being confiderably altered. The third and fourth 
elements of the fifth line of this infcription, as well as 
the fecond, third, twenty-fecond, and twenty- eighth 
{lhau and Nun in the Palmyrene alphabet being 
extremely fimilar) of the fourth, have likewife 
met with the fame fate ; to all which I have endea- 
voured to reftore their primitive powers and forms. 
In fine, this infcription may be confidered as a tolera- 
ble good fpecimen of the language or dialecT; of the 
Palmyrenes (a). 

3. The words D"?0 13 T3"?D "D, BAR MAL- 
CHV BAR MALCHV, in the beginning of this 
infcription, evidently confirm the ingenious con- 
je&ure of the learned Mr. William Baxter, men- 
tioned by Dr. Halley j according to which, AIX- 
MAAXOT, in the correfpondent Greek infcription, 

(a) Vid. Schind. Lex. Pentagkt. & Caftel. Lex. Heptagku 
pafs. 

was 
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was inferted there inftead of MAAXGT TOT 
MAAXOT. They at the fame time moft clearly 
evince, notwithftanding what, has been advanced to 
the contrary by Dr. Bernaud and Dr. Smith, that the 
word AIXMAAXOT is not of oriental extraction. 

4. The furname PHILIPPVS, which ought to have 
followed IVLIVS, in the feventh line of this in- 
fcription, does not appear ; though a chafm, or vacant 
{pace, capable of containing a word of that fize, 
prefents itfelf there to our view. This, in con- 
junction with the parallel chafm, exhibited by the 
Greek infcription, expremng much of the fenfe of 
the Palmyrene one I am confidering, amounts, in 
my opinion, to an almoft irrefragable proof, that this 
furname, as our great Dr. Halley formerly fuppofed, 
was, after Qhilip* treafon to the emperor Gordian 
came to light, purpofely effaced. 

f. The laft letter but one of the fixth line of our 
Palmyrene infcription feems to refemble Daletb or 
Refcb, whereas it was undoubtedly defigned at firft 
for Ajin j fo that the name to which it belongs 
ought to be written in Hebrew or Chaldee letters 
tyarjT, IAREHBAAL, IARIHBAL, or IARIBOL, 
1. e. DOMINVS LVNVS. From whence we may 
certainly infer, as Dr. Halley has obferved, that this 
deity was the DEVS LVNVS worfhiped by the 
antient Syrians. I have therefore taken the liberty 
to reftore the true reading here, by converting the 
Daletb or Refch into Ajin; as alfo to infert the 
word na, BAR, FILIVS, notwithftanding it has 
probably for many ages difappeared, as the laft in 
the firft line of the inscription. 

d. The numeral characters preferved at the end 
of this infcription merit the particular attention of 

the 
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the learned. From them, in conjunction with the 
numeral letters ftill vifible in the Greek one anfwer- 
rng to it, we may certainly conclude, that the un- 
ufual mark, formerly mentioned, alone properly de- 
notes Ten, and with unity prefixed an Hun- 
dred. This obfervation will enable me to correct 
one or two fmall errors, in the dates before afiigned 
the fecond and tenth Palmyrene inferiptions. The 
former was drawn in the year of Seleucus 53 3, not 523, 
as I then imagined; and the latter in 574, not 764, as 
I ventured to affert. In fine, by the fole afliftance of 
thefe characters, and thofe of the fixth and feventh 
Palmyrene inferiptions* as explained by the corre- 
fpondent Greek numeral letters, I have conftructed 
the following table of numbers, from Unity to 
a Thousand, according to the true and genuine 
notation of the Palmyrenes. 

lAl.MYIUa.NrE Numerals frtrm- OneA? ^Thoufand. 



/"y-7*- 



OX 


333T2I 


c 


^>l 


XXXI 


frs3 


xvz /y-= 


I 


/ 


CLSL^333^>/ 


CI 


/*»/ 


XXXII 


It^tt 


xvn //y=> 


It 


// 


cxsxx: 3333^1 


en 


tl^l 


xxxot 


lll^>3 


xvni ///ys 


W 


/// 


CXC ^3333^1 


cm 


lll^sl 


XXXIF 


////*=>3 


xix ////y"=> 


w 


//// 


CC 


*p// 


CRT 


llll^> 1 


jaasr 


yr)3 


XX 3 


V 


y 


CCC 


*P/// 


cv 


y*p/ 


xxxvi 


/y=>3 


XXI /3 


vt 


iy 


cccc 


-7MI1 


CVI 


/yp/ 


xxxvn 


//y-=>3 


XXH 113 


VII 


tiy 


1) 


~?y 


CVIE 


ny^i 


xxxvm 


///y^>3 


xxnt ni3 


vnr 


my 


DC 


~o/y 


CYTII 


nty^ 1 


xxxk miy^3 


T8ST IIII3 


idc 


nuy 


DCC 


^>uy 


ax 


Hiiy~z>i 


Xt 


33 


XXV V3 


X 


-3 


BCCC 


-p///y 


CX 


"p^/ 


I. 


^33 


xxvi iy3 


xe 


/^> 


DCCCC 


^s/tuy 


CSX 


3~=>/ 


IX 


333 


xxvn //y3 


xin 


//^ 


M 


z 5 z £i 


exxx 


^3^/ 


lxx 


^333 


xxvnt my3 


xm 


///*P 






CXL 


33^1 


lxxx 


3333 


xxk ////y3 


XIV ////^ 






CL "3 33^/ 


XC 


S3333 


CXXX. ~=>3 


XV 7 


y^> 



+Y 



Hence 
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Hence it appears, that the antient Palmyrenes, in 
this part of tibeir notation, «fed only four numeral 
characters} two .of which were letters of their d<- 
phabet, or at leaft a fort of m®M endped wash hm- 
lar forms. So that this kind of /notation might have 
prevailed amongft them fevera-l -censtuj-ies before the 
commencement of the Christian era. For wt 
learn from {a) iBiodorus Siculus, that the Arabs of 
Petra, or Alltejr, on the confines of the defaatsof 
Syria, and at no very great djftance from <ihe borders 
of Irak, ufed the very fame tenters with thofe of 
the neighbouring Syrians, and therefore probably of 
the people of Tadmoj-j 31 j years before the birth of 
Christ. This gives us fome reafon to believe, 
confidering the fituation of the aforefaid Arabs, that 
thefe letters could not have been very different from 
thofe, which three or four centuries afterwards form- 
ed the alphabet of the Palmyrenes. 

7. It ought to be obferved, that the fourth inferip- 
tion is dated in the year of Seleucus fffa nearly coinci- 
dent with the year of Christ 243, towards the clofe 
of Gordian's reign j and confequently before Philip's 
elevation to the imperial throne. This may be fairly 
collected from the ninth of Mr. Dawkins's Greek 
inferiptions, as well as from that drawn in the lan- 
guage of the Palmyrenes, which I have here been 
endeavouring to explain. From hence likewife it 
feems plainly enough to appear, that the emperor 
Alexander Severus himfelf was at Tadmor in the 



{a) Diod. Sic. Bibliotbec. Hi/leric. Lib. xix. p. 723. Edit. Rho- 
doman. Hanoviae, 1604. 

year 
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year of our Lord 22 j ; when he marched againft 
Artaxerxes, king or Perfia, overthrew him with 
great daughter, and forced him, after he had railed 
the fiege of Nifibis, to retire with fhame into his 
own dominions. 

8. 1 have taken the liberty to convert the fixth letter 
in the feoond line of the fixth infcription, which 
feems to refemble Mem or Kopb t into Nun; as 
ADINATH, or ODiENATHVS, was the proper 
name of feveral great perfonages at Tadmor ; whereas 
we have little reafon to think, that fuch a pro- 
per name as ADIMATH, ADICATH, ARI- 
MATH, or ARICATH, was ever known amongft 
the Palmyrenes. 

9. The word MAD A, or MADDA, feems to be 
the fame proper name with MA0QA, or MAT- 
THA, that occurs in the fifth of Dr. Bernard's 
Greek infcriptions. 

10. That the three words following ACTPATHTA, 
in the fourth line of this infcription (however dif- 
figured or defaced by time, or inaccurately taken) 
were originally what I have made them, is rendered 
probable by the mutilated words MAPTTPH0EN .... 
TEIMHC AMEN . . . , and BOT AH . . , exhibited, as 
well as the proper names CEAETKON and CEEIAA- 
AT : : : : , by the correfpondent Greek infcription. 

11. With regard to the words TaiFi WW y which 
likewife prefent themfelves to our view in the fixth 
infcription, they cannot well admit of any other fenfe, 
than that which I have afligned them. However, as 
they can receive no manner of illuftration from the 
fragments of the correfpondent Greek one, I only of- 
fer this, as what appears to me at prefent the moft 
probable ; efpecially, as the infcription I am confider- 

4 Y 2 ing 
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ing feems to have differed more from the injuries of 
time, than moft of the others, which I have here been 
endeavouriug to explain. 

12. The date of this infcription falls in with the 
year of Seleucus 5 65, which nearly coincides with the 
2 j 5th of Christ, about two years after Valerian was 
fixed upon the imperial throne. 

13. With regard to the third infcription, I mall 
firft beg leave to remark, that in the age, in which 
it was written, the Palmyrenes feem to have been 
extremely fond of the letter Vau. This may 
be clearly evinced from the words pfTO and *VTI, 
written two hundred years afterwards pflVft an d "01 
or NTtt, which appear towards the clofe of the in- 
fcription. Nor will this be any matter of furprize, 
when it is confidered, that the Jews, whofe language 
was then the Syriac, fometimes ufed the epenthe- 
tic Vau, or a letter equivalent to it, a little before 
the year in which our infcription was drawn ; as 
we may infer from the words ELOI, ELOI, in- 
ftead of the Hebrew ELI, ELI, fpoken by our Sa- 
viour upon the crofs, juft before he expired. That 
the mutilated letter beginning the eighth line of this 
infcription was originally an Alefh, and that the 
word to which it belongs is to be deduced from the 
root P3D> or tlptP, notwithftanding the epenthetic f?, 
from whence, in the conjugation Aphel, is formed 
JT30& or rvariOft if the natural and genuine fenfe 
of the paffage be duly attended to, cannot, I think, 
be well denied (a). 



(a) Pafor. Ltxic. p. 652. Ed. Schoettgen. Lipfiae, 1717-Schind. 
ubi fup. p. 54. Buxtorf, Gram. Chald*etSyr. p. 36. Balilese, 161 5. 
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14. The firft word of the fecond line here, which 
has been injured by time, was not improbably rWKS, 
or n», INFIXVM, ERECTVM, or COLLO- 
CATVM EST; WAS FIXED, ERECTED, or 
PLACED ; as the fenfe of this part of the infcrip- 
tion requires either that term, or one of a fimilar 
fignification. The chafm at the end of the feventh 
line I mall not take upon me to fill up 3 tho' feveral 
words might be offered for this purpofe, which would 
conned thofe that precede and follow them, with 
very great propriety. That the ftone containing the 
infcription belonged formerly to an altar, is abun- 
dantly manifeft from the word NrW> ET ARA 
or ALT ARE, towards the clofe of the fecond line. 
Nor are we to be furprized, that feveral perfons are 
mentioned here, as concerned in the ere&ion of it ; 
fmce a fimilar inftance, if not one exa&ly parallel, 
prefents itfelf to our view, in the fecond of Dr. Ber- 
nard's Greek Palmyrene infcriptions. The firft pro- 
per name, being imperfect, cannot fo ealily be made 
out ; but the fecond I take to be OMRIBOL 
SHEMS, or OMRIB OL SHEMS ; which a pure 
and genuine Arab would have wrote AMRIO'L 
SHEMS, or AMRI AL SHEMS, and a Greek 
AMPJCAMCOT. For, that this was one of the 
Palmyrene proper names, we learn from the fourth 
of Dr. Bernard's Greek Palmyrene infcriptions i 
which exhibits it connected with IARIBOL, or 
IARIBOLIS, almoft in the fame manner as the 
monument at prefent under consideration. And 
this circumftance ought to be looked upon as an ad- 
ditional argument, in favour of what is here ad- 
vanced. The next word ZEBID, or ZEBIDA, Is 
likewife undoubtedly a Palmyrene proper name ; as 

moil 
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moft evidently appears from the thirteenth of the 
afbrefaid infcriptions. The following term 113, BE- 
NV, or BAN V (agreeing with the Arabic) FILIO- 
RVM, relates to all the perfons before-mentioned. 
MALCHVS, IARIBOL, or IARIBOLIS, NA- 
SA, and MATTHA, are proper names of men* 
that occur in other Palmyrene infcriptions. That 
the word ABDEBAL, i. e. THE SERVANT OF 
BAL, or BAAL, applied to MATTHA's father 
here as his proper name, favours very ftrongly of the 
Eaft, particularly of Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia, 
where fuch proper names as thefe were frequently 
aflumed, is too clear and obvious a point to ftand 
in need of any proof. 

15. From the date prefixed to this infcription we 
may conclude, that it is older than any of the others, 
handed down to us in the Palmyrene language and 
character, which have been hitherto published. For 
it is dated in the year of Seleucus 360, and con- 
fequently was preceded by the commencement of the 
Chriftian aera only 49 years, when the emperor Clau- 
dius prefided over the Roman world. 

1 6\ From the laft obfervation we may collect, that 
one at leaft of the infcriptions, in the long portico, 
flill preferved amongft the ruins of Tadmor, is prior 
to the reign of the emperor Hadrian ; though our 
celebrated Dr. Halley, who had not feen this, which I 
have now attempted to explain, took for granted, 
that all of them were pofterior to the commence- 
ment of that reign. 

17. It has been thought proper here to add to the 
plate of Mr. Dawkins's infcriptions, in the Palmyrene 
language and character, the two other plates, contain- 
ing the Greek ones, with which he has favoured the 

public. 
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■public. For, tho' few of Ac ktterdire^y correfpond 
with the farmer; yet, by the affinity between feveral 
of die proper names, and the manner of expreffion, 
wherein they apparently agree, to omit other circum- 
fiances Aat occur, they gready contribute to explain 
and illaftrate one another. 

Several other remarks on thefe noble remains of an- 
tiquity might here have been offered, and expatiated 
upon; which, for the reafons already affigned, I rauft 
beg leave at prefent to fuperfede. In the mean time, 
you will pleafe to accept of my moft grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the favour done me, and believe 
me to be, with all due fentiments of refpecl:, 

SIR, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 
J. Swinton. 

LETTER III. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Sept. 2, 1754. 

Read Nov. 7, V S the Royal Society have done me the 

J 754- Tx. honour to approve of my attempts to 
explain Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions, hand- 
ed down to us in the antient Chaldee, or Syriac, cha- 
racter; I have been thereby encouraged, before I 
conclude what I have to offer on that fubjeft, to 
fubmit to their fuperior judgment the following ad- 
ditional obfervations. 

1. Though my numerat table, from Unity to a 
Thousand, may be intirdfy depended upon; yet I 
cannot, with the lame certainty, extend this to thehigher 

numbers. 
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numbers. However, as the Palmyrenes had no par- 
ticular numeral character for an Hundred, as 
had the ( i) Greeks and the Romans j from thence I 
conclude it probable, that they by no means ex- 
prefied a Thousand by any fuch character. If 
this be admitted, the following table of higher num- 
bers may likewife be confidered by the learned, as 
confonant to the true and genuine notation of the Pal- 
myrenes. 



PAIiMYRENE Numerals from a< The 


JOOO 


M 


2000 


MM 


WOO 


MMM 


4000 


MM MM 


JOOO 


100 


6000 


IOOM 


fooo 


IOOMM 


8000 


loaMMM 


9000 


JOOMMMM 


JOOOO 


CC1DO 


JOOOOO 


CCCIOOO 


toooooo 


CCCC1D00D 


IOOOOOO0 


CCCCC10O00O 


7MOOO0OO 


CCCCCCIOOOOOO 


/OOOOOOOOO 


C.C.CC.C.CC1 000000 



^0^=5/ J 10. 



tliilions. 



>// jioo..?=si-zs-z>i\ 



^=>^lll 



^>*o//// .4005.. y^^iutl 






"z>*s/y.6d2o..3 



'Y 



^y-z>//y 



-z>-z>r//y .8joo.^>y : 35iiiy 



-^,-=>niiy 



>/ jQjOjZSttl 



V 



S -J' O' JJ' ~>' ^T'-J" _>/ 



(1) Hcrodian. ab Hen. Stephan. & Joh. Scapul. ad Lexic. Gr*c. 
ealcem edit. Sertor. Urfat, De net. Rammer. Johannis Wall. Oper, 
mthtmolit. Vol, prim, c, viii, p. 43—46, Own. 1695. 

This 
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This feries, or mannner of numeral expreffion, if 
agreeable to the learned, may with the fame faci- 
lity be continued ad infinitum. 

2. Hit Pa'myrene names of five of the twelve 
months occur in our infeription,. Thefe ;ire Pel/uij 
lebeth^ Nij'an t EIul, and Tijii, To which we may 
add from a Palmyrene infeription, published by 
{*) M. Spon, and others, that of a fixth, f/«. cbe- 
hat t or Sbabat, which lias been app'iul to one of 
the Syrian Months by fome of the moll celeb: ated 
(3) chronologers, Thefe nomes point out to us, fix 
months ahfwering, in feme refpecls at Icaft, if not 
intirely, to the Syro-Macedonian months, sUpe/Jctus, 
Aydynaus, Xant incus ^ Gotpiaus, Hyperbereta.'is, and 
Perkins ; as mod evidently appears from what has 
been obferved by the (4) learned Dr. Fabricius, and 
the correfpondent Greek inferiptions. But notwith- 
standing the agreement here mentioned, that they 
did not however exactly coincide with the Syro- 
Macedonian months, we may perhaps be allowed 
to infer from the (5) firft of Mr. Dawkins's 
Palmyrene inferiptions ; which feems to intimate, 
that the fourth day of lebeth Was the twenty- 
fourth of Jydynaus, and confequently that the 
former began the twenty-firft day of the latter 
month. And that this Palmyrene infeription has 

(2) Jacob. Spon. Mifcelkn. Erudit. Antiquitat. p. i. Lugduni, 
1685. Joan. VoXtn. Vtriufq.Thefaur. Ant. Rom. & Grac. Nov. 
Supplement. Vol. IV. >p. 407, 650. Venetiis, 1737. Montfauc. 
L'Jntiquite Expliquee, Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391. A Paris, 1719. 

( 2) Scalig. De Emendat. Temper, p. 95, 350. Guliel. Bevereg. 
Injiitut. Chronologic, p. 71. Lend. 17 16. Jo. Albert. Fabric. 
Menolog. p. 20. Hamburgi, 171 2. 

(4) Jo. Albert. Fabric, ubi fup. p. 20, 44. 

{5) Dawk. Martnov. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. I, 8. 

4 Z been 
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been rightly taken in the part under confederation, 

may appear probable from hence, that the word 
t3W> or p2*. in the plural number, feems to be 
naturally connected with the numeral Four, and 
occurs (6) a&ually connected with that numeral in the 
Old Teftament. Unlefs it fhould be faid, that what 
now appears upon the face of the infcription as the 
laft letter Nun was originally, though altered by 
time, the Palmyrene numeral character expreffing 
Twenty; to which indeed at prefent it is not 
much unlike. Which if we admit, the word DT, 
in the lingular number, muft be allowed to have a 
connection here with the numeral Twenty- 
four. Nor are limikr inftances of fuch a con- 
nection difficult to be found. Nay, the very ex- 

preffion ny;rw anvv ova, die vicesimo 

QVARTO, ON THE TWENTY - FOVRTH 
DAY, prefents itfelf to our view Hag. i. if. From 
whence lome perfons will be apt to conclude, that 
nothing can be more juft than the emendation here 
propofed. Jt may not be improper to obferve, that 
the Palmyrene inscription published by Gruter and 
M. Spon, has (7) been preserved on a marble, that 
formerly remained in the gardens belonging to Car- 
dinal Carpegna, and afterwards in thofe of the 
Princes Jufriniani, near St. John Lateran, at Rome. 
I {hall take the liberty to infert here the Syrian, or 
Syro-Chaldaean, and Syro-Macedonian names of the 
aforefaid months, in order the more clearly to point 
out the difference between them and thofe of the 
Palmyrenes. 

(6) Jud. xi. 40. 

(7) Montfauc. L'Antiquite Expliquee, Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391. 
A Paris, 17 19. 

Syro- 
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Syro-Chaldaean names, Syro -Macedonian names. Paf myrene name*. 



Canun prior. 


Apellam. 


Pellul. 


Canun pojierior. 


Aydyn&uu 


Tebeth. 


Sbebat. 


Peritim. 


Sbebat. 


Nifan. 


Xanthicus. 


Nifan. 


Eilul. 


Gorpiaus. 


Elul. 


TtjH. 


Byperberetaus. 


Ti/ri. 



By the* names Tebeth and Elul it fhould feem, that 
the proper Syrians did not approach Co near the 
Jews, in the appellations of their months, as did the 
Palmyrenes. 

3 . In order to fet in a clearer light what has been 
here obferved of the laft- mentioned infcription, I 
have been perfuaded by the Reverend and very 
Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of Balliol College, to 
attempt an explication of it ; which I now beg leave 
to fubmit to the judgment of our mod illuftrious 
Society. Nor fhall I be greatly cenfured, as the 
forms of the letters, of which it is compofed, : have 
undoubtedly been altered by time; and as none 
of the copies of it, that I have feen, have been 
exacUy taken j if this in all points mould not be 
ftri&ly conformable to truth. All of thofe letters, 
as exhibited by the copies now before me, are not 
eafily reducible to the correfpondent elements in 
Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene alphabet, by the affiftance 
of which I have endeavoured ta decipher this in<- 
fcription. However, as no fmall affiftance has like- 
wife been afforded me by the Greek one anfwering to 
it, and the numeral characters at the end of it, as 
well as by the fecond, third, and thirteenth, of Mf_ 

4 % 2 Dawkins's 
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Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions, on which my 
conjectures have already been offered j 1 hope the 
following interpretation of it (which yet I would 
have only considered .as an imperfect: effay) will hot 
prove unacceptable to the learned, 

The Palmyrene Infcription publimed by Gruter and 

M. Spon. 

See Plate xxx, Number i. 

nny nrvssrn xsdz n wroai bxfasi hfebijh 
-a ♦rr^n -a vn» wo p 

♦msa *mi wn ^jn w trap 9ta w 

TO] mi> 2035? J1T3 

AGLTBOLO ET MALACHBELO ET MONVMEN- 
TVM ELEVATVM (five SIGNVM) ARGENTI ET'OR- 
NATVM EIVS PARAVIT EX MARSVPIO SVO IA- 
RFLEVS (vel IAR&VSJ FILIVS HALIBiEI (vel CHALIBiEI) 
FUJI IARHiEI (vel IARM) PROPTER OFFICIVM (five 
RELIGIONEM) TI MORIS (i. e. EX VOTO A IARjEO 
IN ALIQVO PERICVLO CONSTiTVTO ET TIMORE 
PERTERRITO FACTO) ET OB SALVTEM SVAM ET 
SALVTEM LIBERORVM (vel FAMILLE) EIVS MENSE 
SHEBAT ANNI DXLVII. 

IARiEVS THE SON OF HALIBiEVS, or CHALTB^VS, 
THE SON OF IAR2EVS, DEDICATED THIS ELE- 
VATED MONVMENT OF SILVER, AND ITS ORNA- 
MENTS, PREPARED AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, TO 
AGLTBOLV3 AND MALACHBELVS, IN CONSEQVENCE 
OF A VOW HE HAD MADE, WHEN IN GREAT 
FEAR AND DANGER, AND FOR THE SAFETY, 

HEALTH, 
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HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIMSELF AND HIS 
FAMILY, IN THE MONTH SHEBAT OF THE YEAR 
DXLVII. 

4. That the letter T\> (8.) in Hebrew, Syriac, 
Chaldee, and Phoenician words, fometimes anfwered 
to the elements CH, or KH, fometimes to H, and at 
other times was quiefcent, or endued with no power at 
all, we may fairly infer from feveral inftances pro- 
duced on this head by the famous M. Bochart. 
From whence I mall not fcruple to conclude, that 
the Palmyrene proper names of men in this infcrip.- 
tion may be written in Latin either IARHiEVS, 
HALIBiEVS,and IARHjEVSj orIARi£VS,CHA- 
LIBjEVS, and IARjEVS : which if we admit, the 
firft and laft of them are the very fame with one of 
thofe, that occur in the (9) feventh of Dr. Bernard's 
Greek Palmyrene infcriptionsj and the other one very 
well known in the neighbourhood of Tadmor. The 
laft point is clearly evinced by the word CHALEB, 
CHALIB, CHALIBON, or CHALYBON, the 
name of a city at no great diftance from Tadmor, 
which has been mentioned by the (10) prophet 
Ezekiel, Ptolemy, and Strabo. 

5. That the language of this infcription is the 
fame, with that of the others copied by Mr. Dawkins, 
and confequently little different from the pure Syriac, 



(8) Boch. Pbal. Lib. III. c. xiv. p. 220. Chan. Lib. I. c. xxii. 
p. 502. c. xliv. p. 765. & alib. pafs. 

(9) Edward. Bernard. Monument, Palmyren. Infcript. vii. p. 4. 
Rotteraedami, 17 16. 

(10) Ezek. xxvii. 18. PtoL Geogr. Lib. v. c. 15. Strab. Gesgr. 
Lib. xv. 

Will 
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will at fir ft fight appear to every one, who has been 
in the leaft converfant with that dialecT:. However, 
that it contains one or two flight variations from the 
pure Syriac, cannot well be denied j fince the Wordy 
VC0- 'TD, for ttOO "7H3, if rightly taken in Father 
Montfaucon's copy, which I have followed here, 
may not improperly be confidered in the light of 
fuch variations. 

6. It appears from the matter of the infcription 
now before us, that IARiEVS dedicated the monu- 
ment therein mentioned to AGLIBOLVS and MA- 
LACHBELVS, the two moft celebrated Palmyrene 
deities, in order to perform a vow he had made, when 
in great fear, and apprehenfive of fome imminent 
danger > as Hkewife in order to avert both from him- 
felf, and his family, all future evils and dangers. The 
Palmyrene words therefore preferved on the ftone, 
that exhibits them, confirm what has been fuggefted 
by ( 1 1) M. Spon (which is not clearly deducible from 
the Greek words anfwering to them) in relation to the 
end, or defign, of IAR^EVS's dedication of the mo- 
nument pointed out to us by this infcription. 

7. With regard to Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene in- 
fcriptions, that indicate altars, or other votive monu- 
ments, to have been erected either on account of de- 
liverances from fome impending dangers, in conle- 
quence of vows formerly made ; or for the preferva- 
tion of the perfons therein mentioned from future 
evils ; nothing uncommon or extraordinary appears 
in them. Such infcriptions as thefe were not only 



(11) Jacob. Spon. ubi fup. p-2. 

fome 
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fomptimes drawn out by the Palmyrenes, as Is abun- 
dantly evident from the third of (12) Dr. Bernard's 
Greek Palmyrene inferiptions, as well as that I am 
here confidering, and another published by (13) M. 
Spon ; but likewife extremely common both amongft 
the Greeks and Romans. In fupport of which 
afiertion a multitude of inftances might be produced, 
did it ftand in the leaft need of them. But, as this 
is not the cafe, it will be fufficient to refer the cu- 
rious, for their farther fatisfa&ion in this particular, 
(14) to the authors cited here. 

8. As for the honorary inferiptions, fuch as are 
exhibited by fome of the Palmyrene marbles, in- 
fpec^ed by Mr. Dawkins, they were ftill, if poffible, 
more common than the others, both amongft the 
Greeks, the Romans, and the Palmyrenes. So com- 
mon indeed, that whole volumes might be collected 
of them. Nay, many might judge too prolix a bare 
enumeration of even the names of all tnofe writers ; 
though I fhall take the liberty to mention (15-) fome 
of them here, who have published and attempted to 
explain them. 



("12) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren. Infcript. III. p. 2. 

(13) Jac. Spon. ubi fup. p. 3. 

(14) Gruter. &Reinef. pafs. Baudelot. De TJtil. Peregrin. inDiis 
Larii. Spon. . ubi fup. p. 4. Prid. Marm. Oxonienf p. 282, 287. 
Oxon. 1676. Raph. Fabret. pafs. Joan. Oliv. Rhodigin. in Marm. 
lfiac. Exercitat. C.iv. p. 23—33. &C.x. p. 70 — 82. Romas, 1 7 19. 
Lud. Ant. Murator. in Nov. Thefaur. Vet. Infcript. Mediolani, 
J 739> J 74°» J 74 2 ' Martnor. Taurinenf. Auguftae Taurinorum, 

»743' J 747- 

(15) Gruter. Reinef. Prid. Raph. Fabret. Edw. Bernard. Mo- 
nument. Palmyren. Seller's Append, to the Antiquit. ofPahnyr. Lud. 
Ant. Murator. ubi fup. Marmor. Taurinenf. &c. 

9. Three 
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9c Three Palmyrene names of Syrian deities oceur 
in Mr. Dawkins's inscriptions, and that I am, at pre- 
fent endeavouring to decipher j viz. IARIBOLVS, 
AGLIBOLVS, and MALACHBELVS of which 
the firft points out to us the Moon, and the other 
two, according to fome very learned writers, the 
Sun. That the fir ft name was antiently applied by 
the Syrians and Paknyrenes to the Deus Lunus, or 
the Moon, is allowed on all hands j and has (17) 
been fo clearly demonftrated, that it does not ftand in 
need of any farther proof. And that AGLIBOLVS, 
or AGLIBOL, was in early times one of the Syrian 
names of the Sun, who was dignified by his adorers 
with the title of MALAC, or MALEC, KING, 
is, I conceive, plain from- hence, that the word 
(18) AGLIBAL, or AGLIBOL, apparently figni- 
fies THE ROVND LORD; which appellation 
could not fo properly and emphatically have been 
applied to any other pagan divinity, as the fun. The 
people of Tadmor wrote the laft word in the com- 
position of this name *?y2, Baal, ba. Bal, or Bel, 
and ^12, Bo/, Bui, or Pal; as may be inferred from 
fome of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene (19) infcriptions, 
in conjunction with that I am now considering, 



(16) Jan. Grater. Corp. Infcript. ex Recenf. et Annotat. Joan. 
Georg. Graev. p. Jxxxvi. Amftelaedami, 1707. Joan. Selden. De 
Diis Syr. p. 226. Lipfiae, 1668. Bochart. Chan. Lib. II. c. viii. p. 
%n. Francofurti ad Moenum, 1681. 

(17) Edw. Bernard. Schol ad Monument. Palmyren. p. 21. 
Tho. Smith. Annotat. in Monument. Palmyren. p. 53. Rotterse- 
dami, 1716. CI. Halleius in AS. Philofqph. Anglican. Vol. xix. n. 
218. p. 171. 

(18J Bochart. ubi fup. 

(19) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9, 1. 6, 
Infcript. Palmyren. iii. 1. 5. 

which 
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which has been published both by Gruter and M. 
Spon. I have taken no notice of the name I VPITER 
BELVS, though it occurs in the feventh of Dr. Ber- 
nard's Greek Palmyrene inferiptions; becaufe that 
name, however the deity, to whom it appertained, 
might have been reverenced by them, did not pro- 
perly belong to the Palmyrenes. 

10. It has been remarked by (20) Mr. Seller, and 
may be collected from fome of the (21) Palmyrene 
inferiptions themfelves, that feveral of the moft emi- 
nent citizens of Tadmor had both Syriac and Ro- 
man names. To which I would beg leave to add, 
that fome of their affumed furnames feem to be de- 
ducible from the Greek language alfo j the words PHI- 
LIN VS, SELEVCVS, &c. that occur in the fifth, 
fixth, &c. of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene inferiptions, 
being apparently fuch furnames. And this is farther con- 
firmed by the Palmyrene words now before me, and 
the correfpondent Greek infeription j in the former 
of which the Palmyrene, whofe memory has been 
perpetuated by the monument I am at prefent con- 
fidering, is called IARHjEVS, or IAR^VS, and in 
the latter, T. AVRELIVS HELIODORVS. But, 
for a more particular account of the different appella- 
tions of the Palmyrenes, I muft refer the curious to 
the writer (22) lafl mentioned here. 



(20) Seller's rfppend. c ii. p. 187, 1 88, 189, 190, &c. LoncJ. 
1705. 

(21) Dawk. Marm. Patmyren, Infcript. Palmyrem iv, 9. viii, 
16. ix, 17. x, 19. &c. 

(22^ Seller's Crit. ObfervaU &c. 



5 A ii. It 
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1 1. It will at firft fight be allowed, that the forms 
of feveral of the letters, exhibited by the infcription 
I am attempting to illuftrate, are confiderably dif- 
ferent from thofe of the letters preferved by Mr. 
Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions ; tho' the forms 
of every particular element repeated in the firft of 
thefe monuments, at leaft if we may depend upon 
F. Montfaucons's copy, nearly refemble one another. 
From whence I would infer, that the letters of M. 
Spon's infcription were drawn at Rome, either by a 
perfon not fufficiently acquainted with the true forms 
of the Palmyrene letters j or by a native of fome 
part of Syria, where an alphabet was ufed not ex- 
actly the fame with that of the Palmyrenes. The 
latter of which fuppofitions feems to me at prefent 
the more probable. I fhall therefore, in confequence 
of this opinion, take for granted, at leaft till I can 
meet with a more accurate copy of the Roman Pal- 
myrene infcription, that the alphabet, to which its 
elements belonged, wasfomething different from that 
of the Palmyrenes j though I fhould not be fuprized, 
if hereafter, upon an infpe&ion of that infcription, 
thofe two alphabets fhould appear to be intirely the 
fame. Nor will this feem altogether improbable, if it 
be confidered, that (23 ) one of Mr. Dawkins's Palmy- 
rene infcriptions is only three years earlier, and (24} 
another of them not above feven years later, than the 
monument I have now in view. What is here ad* 
vanced will perhaps be thought not fo remote from. 



(23) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript Palmyren. i, 8. 
f 24) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9- 

trutb, 
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truth, if we admit, what has been fuggefted hy two 
(2 j) very great men ; viz. that this marble was 
brought to Rome from Tadmor by the emperor 
Aurelian himfelf, after he had pillaged the latter 
of thofe cities, and treated its inhabitants with un- 
common cruelty, according to one of his own let- 
ters, flill extant in (26) Vopifcus. Which notion 
if we think fit to adopt, we muft likewife allow, 
that the two deities exhibited by this ftone were 
BAAL, BELVS, or IVPITER, and the S VN ; thofe 
having been the deities, according to the authors who 
have efpoufed this notion, as well as (27) Zofimus, 
and not Herodian, as Dr. Hyde (28) afterts, whofe 
images were carried from Tadmor to Rome by that 
emperor. 

After what has been obferved on this head, I mail 
perhaps be excufed, if I lay before the Society the 
following alphabet, deduced from the Roman Pal- 
myrene inscription publifhed by Gruter and M. 
Spon. 



(25) SeUen. ubi fup. Tho. Hyd. Hijl. Rel. Vet. Per/, p. n6 8 
117. Oxon. 1700. 

(26) Flav. Vopifc. in Aurelian, 

(27) Zofim. Lib. i. 

(28) Hyd. ubi fup. 



5 A 2 The 
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25^PAiMYRENE Alphabet, according to the Infer ifttion 
Au&tt'sbed by Gruter and Spon. 

Palmyr. Hebr. Palmyr. Hebr. 

Alepfi &/C V? Lamed J4J < 

Bet/i ^Mti3*tl ^ Mem, J1 }\ £ 

Gwiel «( ^ Mn "j 4 3 

Dalettv *~( *"1 *t Samedi, 'O V *D 

Z«m. I Tzade Jr V 

Jod 3 3 * «&*/» w ^ ^ 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the forms 
of the Nun and the Ajin> in this alphabet, approach 
nearer the modern Syriac forms of* thofe letters, if 
they do not intirely agree with them, than they do- 
thofe of the fame elements in the proper alphabet of 
the Palmyrenes. 

12. With 
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i a, With regard to the numeral characters, ftill 
vifible on the Roman marble, it may not be amifs to 
remark, that the laft of them fcems to have been 
altered by time. It was probably at firft two fhort 
ftrait lines, which exprefs the number Two in 
fome of (29) Mr.Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions. 
If this mould be admitted by the members of our 
moft learned Society, they will not be difpleafed to 
fee the following numeral table, deduced from the 
inscription I have been confidering, from Unity to 
a Thousand, not a little reiembling that of the 
true and proper Palmyrenes. 



PALMYWLNE Numerals from. One to a Thousand , 
according to tJb^Jnfcriptionpttilt/bdbyGvWK . 



/W?/4 



D T>A, 


XL DD 


XXE 


n 


XI 


l~X>- 


I / 


DC ">/A 


L t>» 


xxn 


//3 


XII 


II S> 


E // 


DCC ~>/./A 


lx >:>:> 


xxm 


//O 


an 


///-t> 


m: /// 


DCCC V///A 


jnnc t>))) 


XXIV 


////} 


XIV 


////"> 


IV //// 


MCCOWA 


lxxx joX> 


XXV 


43 


XV 


-i-T> 


V i 


DCCCCXX 3TO////A 


xc -t>^») 


XXVI 


/AD 


XVI 


/A~t> 


VI /A 
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(29) Dawk. Marrn. Palmym. Infcrigt. Palmyren. iv, 9. v, 11. 
vii,M.&c, 

This 
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This table, if the manner of numeral expref- 
fi'dn offered to the confideration of the Society in 
the beginning of this letter be allowed, may be con- 
tinued ad infinitum* 

13. It is worthy obfervation, that the word 71113, 
HIS SONS, in the Roman Palmyrene infeription, de- 
noted lA.RiEVS's whole family, and confequently in- 
cluded both the wife (as manifeftly appears from the 
Greek infeription anfwering to it) and the daughters 
(if he had any) of that Palmyrene. From whence 
we may conclude, that this word was pretty fre- 
quently ufed in fuch an extenfive fignification, about 
the middle of the third century after Christ, and 
probably much (30) earlier, at leaft in fome parts of 
the Eaft. 

As I have expatiated fo largely upon Gruter's 
Palmyrene infeription, with which perhaps it may 
be thought I was not at firft fo immediately con- 
cerned, I am afraid you will efteem me too pro- 
lix. I fhall therefore only beg leave farther to obferve, 
that fufficient acknowlegments can never be made 
to Mr. Dawkins, for the honour he has done his 
country, and fervice to the republic of letters, in 
copying fo exadtly fuch a number of inferiptions, 
which were before intirely loft to the learned world j 
and to aflure you that I am, with the higheft regard, 
S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 

(30) Vja. Schiad, Ltx. Pmtaght, p, zu, Hanovise, 1612. 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Oa. 10, 175+. 

Read Nov. 14,^0 T long after I had finifhed my 
•754- 1^1 conjectures upon the Palmyrene in- 
scription publifhed by (1) Gruter and (2) M. Spon, 
I received a moft obliging letter from M. l'Abbe 
Barthelemy, member of the Royal Academy of In- 
fcriptions and Belles-Letters at Paris, and keeper of 
the medals in the French king's cabinet j wherein he 
informed me, that he had taken great pains to ex- 
plain that infcription, and another drawn in the fame 
chara&er, publifhed likewife by (3) M. Spon. As 
he feemed to think, that he had not intirely deci- 
phered thofe infcriptions, he recommended it to me 
to take them both into my confideration, and try 
what I could make of them. I received alfo, at the 
fame time, from that very learned and polite gentle- 
man, as a prefent, a copy of his reflections upon 
the alphabet and language of Palmyra j which, efpe- 
cially as the piece itfelf is the refult of great fagacity 
and erudition, I efteem as an additional favour. 
M. l'Abbe Barthelemy acquainted me in his letter, 
that he had procured a moft faithful and exacl: copy 
of the fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, which 
enabled him to exprefs it by the fquare, or Chaldee, 



(1) Jan. Gruter. Corp. Infcript. ex Recenf. & Annotat, Joan. 
Georg. Graev. p. lxxxvi. Amftelsedami, 1707. 

(2) Jac. Spon. MfceUan. Erudit. Antiquitat, p. I. Lugdum, 1685. 
(3} Idem ibid. p. 3. 

letters 
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letters exhibited in his third plate. It may not be 
improper to obferve here, that we are obliged for 
the publication of this laft infeription to (4) F. 
Montfaucon, (5) Mr. Reland, and (6) Sig. Po- 
leni, as well as to M. Spon. 

In my anfwer of the 8th iaft. to M. l'Abbe"'s 
letter, dated at Paris, Sept. 5th, which reached me 
here the 12 th of the fame month, I told him, that 
I had drawn out my conjectures upon the firft of the 
infcriptions he defired me to give fome attention to, 
before the arrival of his letter } but that I could not 
at prefent find time to attempt an explication of the 
other. Nor indeed ought I to think of undertaking 
fuch a tafk, before I can procure an accurate copy 
of the infeription to be explained, which M. l'Abbe 
Barthelemy fays he is in poffeflion of j thofe to be 
met with in F. Montfaucon, Mr. Reland, Sig. Po- 
leni, and M. Spon, being fo inaccurately taken, 
that, with regard to the forms of die letters they 
exhibit, they cannot certainly be depended upon. 

If the fquare, or Chakfee, letters at the bottom of 
M. 1' Abbe's third plate do really anfwer to the Pal- 
myrene elements, they are intended to reprefent j the 
SVNhadthename,orfurname,ofMALACHBELVS, 
MALACBELVS, or MALECBAL, that is to fay, 
KING BAAL, given him by the Palmyrenes. Which 



(4) Montfauc. L'Jntiquit. Expliq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 392. pi. 
dxxix* 

(5) Hadrian. Reland. Palaft. lUufirat.Tom. ii. p. 526. Trajefli 
Batavorum, 1714* 

(6) Joan. Polen. Utriufq. Thefdur. Jntiquitat. Romanar. & Gra~ 
tar, JSlov. Suflfltmtnt. Vol. quart, p. 411, 654. Vcnetiis, 1737. 

it 
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if we admit, the names, or furnames, of AGLIBOL, 
or AGLEBAL, and MALECEAL, may be confi- 
dered as two different titles, or furnames, of the SVN j 
or rather as two appellations pointing out to us two 
pagan divinities, with which the Palmyrenes Were 
fupplied by the different appearances, or influences, 
of the Sun in fummer and winter. This notion has 
been countenanced (7) by Salmaiius, and fome (8) 
other very learned men. However, I muft frankly 
own,, that I cannot, to my in tire fatisfa&ion, yet trace 
out the elements M. l'Abbe has favoured us wi h, in 
any of the copies of this infcription, that has hither- 
to fallen under my infpection. 

That I VPITER and the SVN were looked upon as 
the fame deity, and denonainated BAAL, or BAAL 
SHEMESH, by the people of Abila, a town of Syria, 
at no very great diftance from the famous He iopolis, 
if not by the Palmyrenes ; we may, I think, fairly 
infer from an infcription in the Palmyrene charader, 
copied by (9) Signlore Pietfo delk Valle, ( 1 o) at 
Teive, or Teibe, between two and three days ( 1 r) 
journey from Tadmor, in conjunction with a (12) 
Greek one published by Dr.Bernard, that appears pon 
the fame flans. The infcription in the Palmyrene cha* 



(7) CUuft. Salm»f. a& Flav. Vopifc. in JQ&>. Atmfattk 

(8} Jan. Gruter. ubi fup« Joaa. Selden. DeDiis&yr. Syntag. ii. 

p. 226. Lipfiae, 166&. Bochart. Chan, p. 811. Ffaneofurti ad mat- 

nutn, 1681. 

(9) Hadlr, Rdand. \M fcp- P- 5 a Si 5&&- 

(10) fbilofifcbu Traitjtii, Vol. xuc. n. 217. p. 109. & n. Zl8. 

p. 173. 

(11) Pbihfoph. VhufiBi V0I.X&C. n. 217. p. 109. 

(B2) Edur. Bernawi. Maumaet. Pahajtetu p, 2. RottfcKedaiiB, 

f B rafter, 
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rafter, as to the forms of forae of its letters, has 
either been a little inaccurately taken by Signiore 
Pietro della Valle himfclf j or a little inaccurately 
copied by Mr. Maflbn, from that gentleman's origi- 
nal papers. However, as the words AGATHA- 
GELVS, or AGATHANGELVS, ABILENVS, 
BAAL, and SHEMESH, therein plainly enough 
occur j I would, if fuch a liberty might be indulged 
me by the learned, willingly beftow the following 
Latin and Englifh verfions upon the infcription now 
in view. 

See Plate xxx, Number u. 

BAAL SHEMESH (BELO SOLI vel DOMINO SOLI) 
DEO ABILENO DOMICILIVM (HABITATIONEM vel 
MANSIONEM) INCOLVMITATIS (vel SALVTIS) FE- 
CIT AGATHANGELVS. 

AGATHANGELVS PREPARED A PLACE OF SAFE- 
TY, or HEALTH, FOR BAAL SHEMESH, THE SVN, 
©r IVPITER THE THVNDERER, THE GOD OF 
THE ABILENES. 

That the infcription, according to this interpre- 
tation, fufficiently exprefies the fenfe of the Greek 
©ne anfwering to it, though in a very concife man- 
ner, will not, I believe, be denied j which may be 
eonfidered as a pretty ftrong prefumption, that my 
explication of it cannot be very remote from truth. 
But this will be ftill more evident from a clofer 

atten- 
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attention to the particular terms of* which it is 
compofed. The fignification of the two firft 
words wmh&$>, BAAL SHEMESH, or DO- 
MINO SOLI, cannot well be miftaken. That 
the third word TO MAR, may be tranflated into 
Latin either (13) DOMINO or DEO, will by every 
orientalift be eafily allowed. The fourth manifeftly 
appears to be pu^aa, ABILENVS, or in Latin by 
appofition AB1LENO j though the fecond, fourth, 
and fifth, of its letters have been fomething altered 
and effaced. The fifth 3DD may be looked upon as 
the fame with SttFQ, or a»D, (14) DOMICILIVM, 
HABITATIONEM, MANSIONEM, &c. the Sy- 
rians (1?) fometimes fuppreffing Vau, and ufing 
Samecb for Scbin. The fixth nKHaO, or ( id) "JirOD, 
anfwers to the Latin INCOLVMITATIS, SALV- 
TIS, &c. The feventh XGtry apparently denotes (17) 
FECIT, PERFECIT, ABSOLVIT, &c. the Sy- 
rians not feldom converting the Hebrew He in (18) 
verbs of this kind into Alepb. And the eighth, if 



(13) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptaglat. p. 2128. Val. Schind. Lex. 
Pentaght. p. 10344 1035. 

(14) Edm. Caft. ubi fup. p. 1648. Val. Schind. ubi fup. p. 814, 
815. 

(15) Seethe firft Roman Palmyrene infcription, as above ex- 
plained. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1826, & alib. 

(16) Vid. Targ. & Verf. Syriac. in Prov. ii. 7. & Caftel. ubi 
fup. p. 2450. 

(17) Caftel. ubi fup. p. 2928, 2929. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1399, 
1400. 

{18) Joh. Buxtorf. Thefaur. Gram. Hebr. p. 25I, 252. Bafileae, 
1663. Buxtorf. Gram. Chald. et Syriac, p. 161. Bafileae, 1615. 
Schind. ubi fup. p. 313, 314, 315, &c. 
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an allowance fee made for a fmall alteration in the 
fecond and fixth letters, will be DWTUSe, AGA- 
THAGELVS, AGATHAGGELVS> or, as the 
Greeks pronounced, and the Romans wrote it, AG A- 
THANGELVSj the Greek Nu being (ip) fome- 
times omitted in eaftern words, and fometimes fup- 
plying the (20) place of Dagefch Forte. Whence 
we may conclude, that the Abiienes, who were 
neighbours to the Heliopolitans^ if not the people of 
Tadmor, took the Greek ZETS KEPATNIOS, 
the Roman IVPITER FVLGVRATOR, or IV- 
PITER THE THVNDERER, and BAAL 
SHEMESH, or the SVN, for the fame deity j and 
confequently that whether we look upon the words 
AGLIBOLVS and MALACHBELVS as pointing 
out to us IVPITER, or BELVS, and the SVN, (2 1 ) 
as fome imagine, or only the latter of thofe deities, as 
others (22) will have it, we cannot greatly err. 
From the inscription now before us we may likewife 
colled, that fome of the Syrians, inhabiting diftridts 
not in the neighbourhood of Tadmor, made ufe of 
the very fame letters, or alphabet, about the year 
of our Lord 134, which then prevailed amongft the 
Palmyrenes. 

What has been here advanced, in relation to the 
identity of the Greek ZET2, the Roman IVPITER, 
and BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, is perfectly 
confonant to the fentiments of Macrobius on this 



(19) Bochart. Chan. p. 833. 

(20) Idem ibid. & p. 534. 

(21) Zofim. Lib. i. Tho. Hyd. Htjt. Ret.vtt.Ptrf. p. 117. 

(22) Jan. Grutcr. & Joan. Selden. ubi fup. Sam. Bochart. ubi 
Tup. p. Su. 

4 head j 
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headj who exprefly (23) affirms, that the Greek 
ZETS, the Roman IVPITER, the principal god 
of the Heliopolkans, and therefore undoubtedly 
that of their neighbours the Abilenes, were the 
very fame deity with the SVN. Nee ipfe Jupiter ; 
fays that writer, rex deorum, Solis nuturam videtur 
txcedere ; fed eumdem ejfe govern ac SoJem clarh 
docetur indiciis. In fupport of which affertion 
he cites Homer, Plato, Cornificius^ Pofidonius, 
and Cleanthes; who, according to him, abfolutely 
evince fiich, a notion. The Afiyrians alio, or Syri- 
ans, if we will believe (24) him, allowed the IV- 
PITER of the Heliopolitans, and therefore in all like- 
lihood the IVPITER of their neighbours the Abilenes, 
to have been BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN. Af- 
fyrii guogue, adds he, Solem fub nomine Jevis (i. e. 
BAAL, BAALTS, vel BELI), quern Dia HELropo- 
liten cognominanty maximis caremmiis celebrant in 
civitate, quae Helivpolis nnncupatur* Nay, which is 
dire&Iy in point, from the fame author it very clearly 
(25) appears, that IVPITER HELIOPOLITES was 
not only BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, bat like- 
wife, in conformity to our inferiptions, the ZETX 
KEPATNI02, or IVPITER THE THVN- 
DERER, of the Creeks. Hum vem, continues 
he, eumdem Jovem Solemque effe cum ex ipfofacro- 
rum ritUy turn ex habitn dimfcitur. Simulacrum 
enim aureum Jpecie imberbi inftat dextra elevata 



(23) Macrbb. Saturn* lib. I. c, xxiii, p. aijf— 2t% Lond. 
1694. 

(24) Idem ibid. 

(25) Idem ibid. 

CUM 
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cvm flagro in avrig^b modvm j lava tenet 
PVLMEN et Jpicas, qua cunBa Jovis Solifque con- 
fociatam potentiam monjlrant. Sanchoniatho, Philo 
Byblius, Servius, Herodian, Julius Capitolinus, and 
others, in effedt likewife aflert the (26) fame thing. 
And that the Sun was antiently worfhiped in thofe 
parts of Syria, bordering upon Palaeftine, under the 
name of Shemejh, or Baal Shemejh, is fufficiently 
implied by the local names Beth Shemejh, the temple 
of Shemejh, or the Sun; Ir Shemejh, the city of She- 
mejh, or the Sun j Har Shemejh, the mountain of 
Shemejh, or the Sun, &c. which (27) not feldom occur 
in Scripture. It has been remarked by Salmafius (28), 
that feveral nations and cities of the Eaft paid divine 
honours to the Sun under different appellations, 
each of them having one or more peculiar to itfelf. 
The people of Tadmor gave him the furnames of 
Aglibolus, and Malachbelus, as has been already ob- 
ferved j the citizens of Emefa, or Hems, called him 
Alagabalus, Elagabalus, or Heliogabalus ; thePerfians 
denominated him Miher, orMhr, which was convert- 
ed into Mitbra by the Greeks j the Babylonians digni- 
fied him with the title of Baal, or Bel, importing 
Lord i and the Abilenes, according to the infeription 
I have been endeavouring to decipher, Baal Shemejh, 
With regard to the nature of the manfion, cham- 
ber, or apartment, eredfced and fitted up by AG A- 
THANGELVS for BAAL SHEMESH, the SVN, 



(26; Bochart. ubi fup. p. 736, 737. 

(27) Matth. Hiller. Omtmji. Saer. p. 771, 772. Tubings, 1706. 

(28) Claud. Salmaf. ubi iup. 

or 
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or IVPITER THE THVNDERER, I muft refer 
the curious to what has been faid by (29) Mr. Seller, 
and the authors cited by him, on this head j as I can- 
not, confidently with the brevity here propofed, at pre- 
fent expatiate farther upon it. To what has been ad- 
vanced, in order to illuftrate this infcription, which 
has never hitherto been explained, feveral other par- 
ticulars, perhaps not altogether unworthy the atten- 
tion of the learned, might have been added, were it 
not for the reafon jull hinted at. For as I may pro- 
bably be thought to have treated the point before me 
in too copious, or rather prolix, a manner j it might 
be deemed improper to offer any farther obfervations 
at this time relative to it. I fhall therefore only 
intreat you to believe me to be, with ,the greatefi: 
refpecl: and efteem, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

JohnSwinton. 

(49) Sd. ubi ftip. p. 364—369. 



ERRATA. 
P. 714. 1. 13, 14. read— jTltfand Jfltl, 
P. 726. 1. 3. immediately after the parenthefis, read— -unlefs we fup> 
pofe it to have been originally *XX 
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LETTER V. 
Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, 0&. ai, 1754. 

Read Nov. 14, JN my laft letter I intimated to you, 
I7S4 ' ■*■ that I had no intention to offer any 
conjectures, at leaft for the prefent, upon the fecond 
Roman Palmyrene infcription, published by F. Mont- 
faucon, Mr. R eland, Sig. Poleni, and M. Spon, 
for the reafon therein affigned. But having nnce 
been prompted by my curiofity to compare Mr. Re- 
land's copy of it ? by the affiftance of the two Pal- 
myrene alphabets I imagine myfelf to have difco- 
vered, with the Chaldee letters, that appear at the 
bottom of M. l'Abbe Barthelemy's third plate j I 
find that the latter may be fuppofed tolerably well to 
reprefent the former, and from thence am induced 
to conclude, that M. 1' Abbe's copy of the fame in- 
fcription muft have been pretty accurately taken. 
This has excited me to attempt, with all the atten- 
tion I am capable of, an explication of that in- 
fcription j the refult of which I now do myfelf the 
honour to fend you, drawn up in the fhorteft, and 
moil concife, manner poffible. 

The infcription then, after the introduclion of an 
emendation in the fecond line, and of two addi- 
tional letters in the third, which I would recom- 
mend to the confederation of the learned, may 
perhaps be pretty eafily exhibited in the Chaldee 
character, and demonftrated to exprefs the fenfe or 
the Latin infcription, with which it is fuppofed to 
correfpond. 

The 
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The fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, pub- 
limed by Mr. Reland, from a copy taken of it by 
Mr.Maffon, in his PaleeJi,Illuftrat t Tom,n.^. f%6. 
Traje&i Batavorum, 1714. 

See Plate xxx, Number in. 

■oti >rhtb\ hsdxh m onto 

N»afa onto ona» snp 

whv \cmrbvb anmrn 

ARAM HANC MALACHBELO ET DIIS TADMOR 
OBTVLIT (vel DEDICAVIT) TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS 
CALBIENSES ET TADMORIENSES (vel PALMYRENI) 
DIIS SVIS VOTVM SOLVERVNT. 

TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS DEDICATED THIS ALTAR 
TO MALACHBELVS AND THE GODS OF TADMOR: 
THE CALBITES AND THE TADMORITES (or PAL- 
MYRENES) HAVE PERFORMED THE VOW THEY 
MADE TO THEIR GODS. 

The terms, which form this infcription, are Co clear 
and intelligible, that it would be fuperfluous to ex- 
patiate upon them. My converfion of M. l'Abbe 
Barthelemy's dubious Samecb and Jod, the powers of 
which he fcems not abfolutely to have afcertained, 
into Jod and Aleph, in the word *P3?3, at the end 
of the fecone line, is fufficiently justified, and even 
rendered inconteftable, by the word apTQWl, that 
immediately follows, and the correfpondent Latin 

5 C infcription. 
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infcription. That part of the feventh letter in 
JOJfWT^Mb has been connected with the preceding 
element, and the other part defaced by the injuries 
of time, at firft fight feems clearly enough to ap- 
pear j though, had this not been the cafe, we may 
eafily conceive, from what has been already obferved, 
that the Palmyrenes fometimes in the affix pD might 
have omitted the letter (i) Vau. The pronoun (2) 
iff. or (3) *ff> (not »1T, (4) which is undoubtedly He- 
brew) and the words tnOTTfl N^D Tp why 
Pitivb&b are all of them of the pure Syriac form. 
As for cnfa onata, TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, feve- 
ral fimilar inftances of fuch Roman proper names, 
written in the Palmy rene character, have already (5) 
been produced. 

That the laft word was originallv *W, SOLVE- 
RVNT, or rather VOTVM SOLVERVNT, HAVE 
PERFORMED THE VOW, as I have taken the 
liberty to tranflate it here, is clearly evinced by the 
latter part of the Latin infcription j with which this 
tranflation fo ea&cUy correfponds. The term ysbtP, 
as confined to the fignification now affigned it, is 
apparently (6) Syriac j and occurs both in the (7) 
Old and New Teftament. Hence we may conclude, 
that TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, by the dedication of 
this altar, enabled feveral of the CALBITES and 
TADMORITES, who afted under his command, to- 

(i) See my Third Letter, p. 734. 1. 5. 

(7.) Edm. Caftel. Lex Heptaglot. p. 631, 632. Lond. 1669. 

(3) Idem. ibid. 

(4) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaght. p. 467. Hanoviae, 1612. Caftel. 
ttbi fup. p. 1019. 

!5) See my Firft and Second Letters. 
6) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptagkt. p. 3766. 
(7) Psal. xxii. 25. Matth. v. 33. 

perform 
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perform or accomplish, a vow they had made \ and that 
he conducted fome important enterprize, which had 
occafioned that vow, with great fuccefs. Whether the 
principal figure on that fide of the ftone, which exhi- 
bits the Palmyrene infcription, was intended to repre- 
fent the SVN (8), as F.Montfaucon and others have 
afferted ; or TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS himfelf, as 
fome perhaps may fuppofe not lefs probable j I mall 
not pretend to decide : but that the inference here de- 
duced from the term, which I have now been consi- 
dering, can by no means be deemed unjuft, will, I 
flatter myfelf, by the learned be very readily allowed. 
Who the CALBITES mentioned in this infcrip- 
tion were, we cannot fo eafily learn from any of the 
Greek or Latin authors. However, I make not the 
leaft doubt, but they muft have belonged to the 
Calbites taken notice of by (p) Abulfeda, the cele- 
brated Arabian hiftorianj who, according to that 
writer, were a tribe of Arabs that acknowledged 
for their great progenitor Calb Ebn Wabra, de- 
fcended in a right line from Hamyar, the fon of 
Saba, the fifth of the antient kings of Yaman. This 
tribe, in the times of ignorance (10), that is to fay, 
before the introduction of Iflamifm into Arabia, oc- 
cupied Dawmat Al Jandal, Tabuc, and feveral other 
places upon the confines of Syria. From whence, in 
conjuncTtion with the infcription now before me, which 
perhaps was brought to Rome from Tadmor by 
the emperor Aurelian himfelf, we may infer, that 

(8) Montfauc. L'Antiq. Expliq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391, 392. 

(9) Ifm. Abulfed. in cap. DeArab. pur. Poc. Net. in Spec. Hift. 
Arab. p. 40, 41. Oxon. 1650. 

(10) Al Kadi Saed Ebn Ahmed Andalofen. ap«d Greg. Abul 
Faraj. in WJl. Dynqft. p. 159. Oxon. 1663. 

5 C 2 the 
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the Calbites, before the birth of Mohammed, 
probably extended themfelves from Dawmat AI 
Jandal and Tabuc to the borders of Palmyrene, and 
were- even poffefled of fome diftridls in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tadmor. According to the correfpond- 
ent (11) Latin infcription, the TADMORITES, 
or PALMYRENES, as well as the (12) CAL- 
BITES, mentioned here to have expreffed fuch a re- 
gard for their local or tutelary deities, muft have been 
foldiers belonging to the third cohort of one of the 
Roman legions, then quartered either at Tadmor, or 
fome other place in the territories of the Palmyrenes. 
But who TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS was, what com- 
mand he had afligned him in the Roman forces, or 
even at what time precifely he lived, for want of 
fufficient light from antient hiftory, I cannot at pre- 
fent take upon me to determine. 

Thus, Sir, you have my thoughts upon the fecond 
Roman Palmyrene infcription, the only one of thofe 
hitherto publifhed, which I have not already touched 
upon, laid before you with all poffible brevity. For 
the reft, I remain, with the higheft refpect and 
efteem, SIR, 

Your moil obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 



(11) Jacob. Spon. Mifcelkn. Erudit, Jntiquitat. p. 3. Lugduni, 
1685. 

(12) It appears from Eutychius, that the Calbites acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the emperor Heraclius, and that even part of a 
body of troops, auembled by that prince to oppofe the Modem 
forces, was drawn out of their tribe, in the Khalifat of Abu Beer. 
Eutych. Annal. Tom, ii. p, 270— 273, Oxon. 1656. 
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